
CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
AVIATION COMMITTEE  AGENDA

Committee members will participate via Zoom. Please see Special Notice 

regarding COVID-19 for public participation information.

Monday, August 24, 2020 - 5:30 PM

Aviation Committee Members:

   Council Member Jeff Herdman, Chair

   Council Member Diane Dixon, Vice Chair

   Nancy Alston

   Jeffrey Cole

   Susan Dvorak

   Alan Guenther

   Roger Ham

   Anthony Khoury

   Stephen Livingston 

   Hugh Logan

   Thomas Meng

   Bonnie O'Neil

   Jack Stranberg

   Sharon Ray

   Cameron Verdi

Staff Members:

Grace K. Leung, City Manager

Tara Finnigan, Deputy City Manager

Aaron Harp, City Attorney

Shirley Oborny, Executive Assistant to the City Manager

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19

On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as a result of the threat of COVID-19. 

On March 12, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-20, which allows Aviation Committee Members to 

attend Aviation Committee meetings by electronic means.  Please be advised that to minimize the spread of COVID-19, 

Aviation Committee Members may attend this meeting either electronically or telephonically.

Also, please be advised that on March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20, which allows for the 

public to participate in any meeting of the Aviation Committee telephonically or by other electronic means.  Given the 

health risks associated with COVID-19, the City of Newport Beach will conduct this meeting via Zoom.  As a member of 

the public, if you would like to participate in this meeting, you can participate via the following options:

1. You can submit your questions and comments in writing for the Aviation Committee’s consideration by sending 

them to Aviation@newportbeachca.gov. To give the Aviation Committee adequate time to review your questions and 

comments, please submit your written comments by Monday, August 24, 2020, at 10 a.m. All emails will be made part of 

the record.

2. You can connect with a computer by joining through Zoom.  Click the link below to register for the meeting using a 

valid email address.  You will receive a confirmation email allowing you to join the meeting: 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8QlqPLYwRkKFKf75XmWE5A  

3. Or you may connect by Phone/Audio Only by calling: 1-669-900-9128. The meeting ID is 989 3610 7125#

Please know that it is important for the City to allow public participation at this meeting.    While the City does not expect 

there to be any changes to the above process for participating in this meeting, if there is a change, the City will post the 

information as soon as possible to the City’s website. 

NOTICE REGARDING PRESENTATIONS REQUIRING USE OF CITY EQUIPMENT

Any presentation requiring the use of the City of Newport Beach’s equipment must be submitted to the City Manager’s 

Office 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.



August 24, 2020

Page 2  

Aviation Committee Meeting

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes - July 27, 2020

Public Comments from the July 27, 2020 meeting

Additional Correspondence

IV. CURRENT BUSINESS

1. General Aviation Improvement Program Update - Deputy City Manager 

Tara Finnigan and Consultant Cori Takkinen, Townsend & Associates

2. Consultant Updates on Federal Legislation - Consultant Tom Edwards 

and Consultant Channon Hanna, Carpi & Clay

3. Presentation on John Wayne Airport Noise Abatement Departure 

Procedures NADP Analysis -  Consultant Justin Cook, HMMH, will explain 

the findings from HMMH’s analysis of possible improvements to NADP-1 

or NADP-2 that would reduce noise levels at Noise Monitoring Stations 

5-7

4. Ad Hoc Committee Report -

      a.  Technical / Departures - Ad Hoc Chair Alan Guenther and Consultant 

  Kevin Karpe, Diverse Vector Aviation

Additional Correspondence

V PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Public comments are invited on agenda and non-agenda items generally considered to be 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Aviation Committee.  Speakers must limit comments 

to three (3) minutes. Before speaking, we invite, but do not require, you to state your name for 

the record.  The Aviation Committee has the discretion to extend or shorten the speakers’ time 

limit on agenda or non-agenda items, provided the time limit adjustment is applied equally to all 

speakers.  As a courtesy, please turn cell phones off or set them in the silent mode.

Additional Correspondence

VI. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING'S AGENDA

VII. NEXT MEETING - September 28, 2020, 5:30 p.m.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
MINUTES of the 

AVIATION COMMITTEE 
(draft until approved by the Committee) 

 

MEETING DATE & LOCATION:  Monday, July 27, 2020, 5:30 p.m., Virtual 
meeting from Newport Beach, CA  92660  

 

Committee membership: 

Council Member Jeff Herdman, Chairman 
Council Member Diane Dixon, Vice Chairman 
Nancy Alston – SPON representative 
Jeffrey Cole – District 6 
Susan Dvorak – CAANP representative  
Alan Guenther – District 1 
Roger Ham – Newport Coast representative  
Anthony Khoury – AWG representative 
Stephen Livingston – General Aviation 
Hugh Logan – District 7 
Thomas Meng – District 4 
Bonnie O'Neil – District 3 
Jack Stranberg – Member at Large 
Sharon Ray – District 2 
Cameron Verdi – District 5 
 
Staff:  City Manager Grace Leung, City Attorney Aaron Harp, Deputy City Manager Tara 
Finnigan, Executive Assistant to the City Manager Shirley Oborny 
 
Consultants: Tom Edwards, Channon Hanna, Kevin Karpe 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Herdman called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.   
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 
Committee Member Bonnie O'Neil was absent. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
February 24, 2020 Minutes 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2020 meeting as presented was made by 
Committee Member Ham and seconded by Committee Member Ray. The motion carried 
unanimously with Committee Member O'Neil absent and Vice Chair Dixon abstaining. 
 

IV. CURRENT BUSINESS 
 
1. Introduction of Consultants, Channon Hanna of Carpi & Clay Government Relations 

and Kevin Karpe of Diverse Vector Aviation 
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Channon Hanna, Carpi & Clay Government Affairs, introduced herself and shared her work 
experience. The House of Representatives passed HR 2 on July 1, 2020.  HR 2 included a 
provision proposed by Congressman Rouda that allows the Department of Transportation to 
award airlines credits for upgrading their fleets to quieter technology.  Congressman Rouda has 
also been working to add language to the fiscal year 2021 appropriations bill to (1) require the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to provide Congress with updates regarding regional 
ombudsman activities and outreach plans and (2) strengthen reporting requirements for the FAA.  
She will work with Congressman Rouda’s office to determine the FAA's progress in fulfilling the 
requirements of the 2018 reauthorization bill.   
 
In response to questions, Ms. Hanna advised that feedback from the major airlines has been 
mostly neutral because airlines are focused on remaining in business during the pandemic. She 
also noted that engine technology is progressing fairly well, but airlines are deferring aircraft 
purchases due to the pandemic's impacts on their finances. Ms. Hanna also responded to 
questions about reported corrosion issues with 747 aircraft. 
 
Chair Herdman noted the FAA’s regional ombudsman for Southern California has resigned.   
 
Kevin Karpe, Diverse Vector Aviation, shared his work experience as an air traffic controller and 
manager and consultant.  He has been conducting analyses and researching historical data and 
will meet with the Technical / Departures Ad Hoc Committee. 
 
Karen Miller, Stop Noise and Airplane Pollution (SNAP), requested suggestions for SNAP actions 
and efforts. 
 
Michele Monda, Citizens for No Plane Noise, offered to work with the Aviation Committee 
(Committee). 
 
2. GAIP Ad Hoc Review of Fixed Base Operator Proposals – Ad Hoc Committee Members 

Jeff Cole, Sharon Ray and Steve Livingston 
 

Recommendations: 
1. Review and approve the GAIP Ad Hoc Committee's findings 
2. Recommend that the City Council uphold and communicate the findings to the County of 

Orange 
 
Deputy City Manager Finnigan utilized a PowerPoint presentation (see attached) to provide a 
brief overview of the General Aviation Improvement Program (GAIP). 
 
Committee Member Cole reported the GAIP Ad Hoc Committee reviewed the renderings/layouts 
and the responses to the County’s questionnaire that were included in the FBO proposals. The 
Ad Hoc also reviewed the County evaluation panel's scores. The Ad Hoc committee interviewed 
all proposers and evaluated proposals based on the City's goals for the GAIP. OC Aviation 
Partners/Million Air's proposal included a commuter airline operation, and therefore, the Ad Hoc 
could not support the proposal. The Ad Hoc determined the proposals from ACI Jet, Clay Lacy 
Aviation, Atlantic Aviation, Jet Aviation, American Aircraft, and Jay's aligned with the City’s 
objectives. 
 
Committee Member Dvorak remarked that the Board of Supervisors has not provided a 
transparent process and said the FBOs are legally bound to the requirements of the original 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) rather than the green/yellow space allocation addendum. 
The City should ask the Board of Supervisors to codify its commitment to Supervisor Steel's 
directive. In addition, the City should demand the County provide a guaranteed framework prior 
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to beginning negotiations with winning bidders and request a delay in Airport Commission and 
Board of Supervisors meetings until the framework has been publicly noticed and approved.   
 
City Attorney Harp advised that the City may request the County include a lease restriction that 
would allow the use of the property in compliance with Supervisor Steel's directive.  
 
Committee Member Alston believed the FBO could put more jets in the northeast full-service 
FBO mixed-use area.   
 
Vice Chair Dixon indicated the pavement in the small General Aviation (GA) area would have to 
be reconstructed to accommodate the weight of jets.   
 
Committee Member Cole clarified that the proposals are consistent with the EIR and the current 
GA mix. The Ad Hoc committee thinks the lease agreements will be critical to the City's 
constituency.  Restricting future changes to the leases would benefit the City. 
 
Vice Chair Dixon commented that a recommendation to codify the Steel directive in the lease 
agreement would be a talking point before the Airport Commission and the Board of Supervisors.   
 
Committee Member Dvorak noted the City's objection to a General Aviation Facility (GAF); yet, 
some of the proposals include a GAF. She suggested a lease agreement contain a provision 
preventing a GAF. 
 
Committee Member Logan agreed with Vice Chair Dixon in that the City Council needs to take a 
strong stand and remind the Board of Supervisors of its implied commitment to the City. The 
Board of Supervisors will not allow the City to participate in lease negotiations.   
 
In response to a question, City Attorney Harp reported an EIR addendum or Supplemental EIR 
has not been approved.   
 
Vice Chair Dixon proposed the City state its opposition to a GAF; however, if a GAF is required, 
the City can advocate for limiting its hours of operation.  
 
Deputy City Manager Finnigan explained that Customs and Border Protection (CBP) will have to 
approve a GAF and would determine its hours of operation.  
 
Alan Herman supported ACI Jet's proposal and listed his positive experiences with ACI Jet.   
 
Maxine Maly alleged Council Members received campaign contributions from FBOs, which is a 
conflict of interest. 
 
Jeanne Price expressed concern about provisions of a lease agreement changing over time. 
 
William Borgsmiller, ACI Jet, believed the draft lease has some restrictions related to the types 
of uses allowed.  ACI is willing to agree to limit development of green space to the terms specified 
in Supervisor Steel's directive. If the County does not want a GAF, ACI Jet will not build it.   
 
Roderick MacDonald concurred with comments regarding ACI Jet. 
 
Andrea Marr, Costa Mesa Council Member, requested clarification on the extent to which FBOs 
are bound to land use restrictions and recommended that any information about restrictions be 
released to the public. She suggested the Committee postpone its decision in order to solidify 
commitments. 
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Julie Johnson expressed concern about the conflict between the EIR and the green/yellow map 
and inquired regarding the Board of Supervisors' actions to include Supervisor Steel's directive. 
 
Nancy Scarbrough expressed concern about the GAF and suggested the Committee take the 
time to get this right. 
 
Charles Klobe suggested the City Council send a strong message to the Board of Supervisors 
that this is not unfolding according to what was approved. He believed that lease provisions 
would help ensure the development is done as the Supervisors directed in September, as 
opposed to what the EIR says. 
 
In response to Beverly Moosman's question, Committee Member Cole explained that the Ad Hoc 
committee's designation of "Yes+" for noise abatement programs was based on the proposer's 
use of a noise abatement program or willingness to implement a noise abatement program.   
 
Motion to approve the GAIP Ad Hoc Committee's findings and recommend the City Council 
uphold and communicate the findings to the County of Orange subject to the Committee's 
concerns discussed during the meeting was made by Committee Member Cole and seconded 
by Committee Member Meng.  The motion passed by the following vote: 
Yes: Cole, Ham, Livingston, Meng, Ray, Dixon, Herdman, Verdi 
No: Dvorak, Guenther, Khoury, Logan, Stranberg, Alston 
Absent: O'Neil 
 
Vice Chair Dixon noted the Committee's concerns are definitions of the yellow and green areas 
to be included in lease agreements and opposition to a GAF. If a GAF is unavoidable, the 
Committee would support limited hours of operation for a GAF. The Committee recommends the 
Council address these concerns in the strongest language possible.   
 
In response to Committee Member Dvorak's concern, City Attorney Harp advised that receipt of 
a campaign contribution from an FBO does not represent a conflict of interest. 
 
City Attorney Harp clarified that the Committee recommends the Council accept the Ad Hoc 
committee's recommendations subject to the County approving a lease agreement with a 
provision to restrict land use as stated in Supervisor Steel's directive and not including a GAF.   
 
Committee Member Ray suggested including a provision stating if deviations from land use 
restrictions occur in the future, the County will accept public comment on those deviations.   
 
City Attorney Harp provided Supervisor Steel's directive to restrict medium and large GA jet 
aircraft and small GA aircraft at the JWA property as indicated in the yellow and green areas on 
the map attached.   
 
Committee Member Stranberg opposed the motion because he did not have a final resolution or 
an attachment showing the yellow and green areas on the map to review. 
 
3. Government Relations Ad Hoc Committee Membership 
 

Recommendation:  Approve the addition of Committee Member Sue Dvorak to the 
Government Relations Ad Hoc Committee 
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Deputy City Manager Finnigan noted Committee Member Dvorak was not a Committee member 
when Ad Hoc committees were formed and has expressed interest in serving on the Government 
Relations Ad Hoc Committee. 
 
Motion to appoint Committee Member Dvorak to the Government Relations Ad Hoc Committee 
was made by Committee Member Cole and seconded by Committee Member Logan.  The 
motion carried unanimously with Committee Member O'Neil absent. 
 
4. Coastal Orange County Aircraft Noise Mitigation Task Force Meeting Recap 
 
Chair Herdman reported Deputy City Manager Finnigan and he participated in a task force 
meeting organized by Congressman Rouda. Representatives of the major air carriers and 
elected officials from Newport Beach, Costa Mesa, Huntington Beach, Laguna Beach, Laguna 
Niguel, and Laguna Hills heard presentations from Congressman Rouda’s staff and the FAA. 
The FAA discussed its history of community involvement, the FAA reauthorization act, and the 
community ombudsman program. The next task force meetings are scheduled for August 28, 
September 25, and October. In addition, Deputy City Manager Finnigan, Council Member Dixon, 
and he met with Supervisor Steel to discuss the Aviation Committee's five initiatives.  
 
Charles Klobe remarked that the public is not invited to the task force meetings.  In response to 
his question, Chair Herdman indicated none of the Supervisors attended the meeting. 
 
Committee Member Dvorak clarified that the FAA uninvited the community. The Supervisor for 
District 2 was invited but did not respond. 
 
5. John Wayne Airport Update 
 
Nick Gaskins, JWA Access and Noise Manager, reported passengers totaled 2.2 million from 
January 1 to June 30, and 20-25 daily commercial departures occurred in April, but daily 
departures have since increased to 70-75. GA operations through June 30 have decreased 20%, 
and total operations have decreased about 27% as compared to 2019.  Service to Detroit, Paine 
Field, Newark, and Vancouver remains suspended. Southwest Airlines will reinstate service to 
Nashville in September and Dallas Love Field and Houston Hobby in August. JWA staff 
anticipates presenting the plan year 2021 capacity allocations to the Airport Commission in mid-
October and the Board of Supervisors in mid-November.   
 
In response to questions, Mr. Gaskins advised that Air Canada service from Vancouver will be 
delayed to 2021, and it will be included in the plan year 2021 allocation. West Jet service to 
Vancouver has been suspended temporarily.  Airlines hope to return to pre-pandemic service 
levels in 18-24 months.   
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Jim Mosher commented that the Council would consider overriding the Airport Land Use 
Commission's recommendation regarding a proposal to build 444 homes across the street from 
JWA. 
 

VI. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING'S AGENDA 
 
Committee Member Dvorak requested a discussion of having a representative from Air Fair on 
the Committee. 
 
Committee Member Stranberg requested an update from Channon Hanna and Kevin Karpe. 
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VII. NEXT MEETING – August 24, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chairman Herdman adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 
 



General Aviation 
Improvement Program

July 27, 2020



Comparison

• About 34.6 acres for small GA

• About 25.6 acres for GA jets

• Two full-service FBOs

• Optional GAF, 5 a.m. – 11 p.m.

Today Project



Lease-Based Restrictions



City’s Goals

• Preserve the current balance of small planes and GA jets.

• Build the maximum number of individual hangers while preserving 
the current ratio of 40-, 50- and 60-foot hangers

• Move regularly scheduled commercial service (JetSuiteX) to the 
airport’s main terminal.

• Restrict the GAF’s hours of operation to mirror commercial curfew.



Does the proposal comply with the City’s goals for the General Aviation Improvement Program?

Full Service North East

Maintain Current 

GA  Balance

Build Max # 

Individual Hangars

General Aviation 

Facility Excluded

General Aviation 

Facility Hours 

Limited

FBO Hours 

Limited

Regularly Scheduled 

Commercial Ops Excluded

Noise Abatement 

Programs

ACI Jet Y Y N Y Y+ Y Y

Clay Lacy Aviation Y Y Y NA Y Y Y+

OC Aviation Partners / Million Air Y Y N Y Y N Unknown

Full Service North West

Maintain Current 

GA Balance

Build Max # of 

Individual Hangars

General Aviation 

Facility Excluded

General Aviation 

Facility Hours 

Limited

FBO Hours 

Limited 

Regularly Scheduled 

Commercial Ops Excluded

Noise Abatement 

Programs

Atlantic Aviation Y Y N Y Y Y Y+

Clay Lacy Aviation Y Y Y NA Y Y Y+

Jet Aviation Y Y N Y Y Y Unknown

OC Aviation Partners / Million Air Y Y N Y Y N Unknown

Limited Service

Maintain Current 

GA Balance

Build Max # of 

Individual Hangars
Hours of Operation

American Aircraft Y Y Y Y - Yes Y+ - Yes, with added benefits

Jay's Y Y Y N - No NA - Not Applicable

Aligns with City's Goals

Key



From: Charles Klobe
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Aviation Commettee Meeting
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:27:17 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Good day,

I recommend that the committee recommend to the city council the following:

The City of Newport Beach supports the award of the FBO contracts to the firms with the
highest technical score in each category.

The scores were arrived at by impartial jurors with knowledge of the airport.  This takes
emotion, campaign contributions and lobbying out of the decision process.  The airport
director will likely recommend the same thing to the Board of Supervisors.  Last time the
board ignored the technical score and awarded to ACI.

Thank you,
Charles Klobe

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: Victor Poma
To: Oborny, Shirley
Cc: Christie Poma
Subject: Aviation Committee Meeting - Monday, July 27, 5:30 p.m.
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 11:10:08 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

We live on the peninsula point and the airplane noise is overwhelming loud.  The noise is so
loud it’s a natural alarm clock at 7am.  Around 10pm the noice is so loud with all the last
minute takeoffs we can’t even hear our family members talking when having a conversation. 
You have to pause the TV every time a flight goes overhead as you cannot hear anything. 
When will the planes be rerouted in which the peninsula point will not be effected in this way?

We know the intention for the pilots is to gain altitude as fast as possible and then throttle
down until they get over the ocean.  The problem is, they throttle back up before getting over
the water so the loudest part is directly over our homes, right before getting out over the water.
The engines roar back up directly on top of our houses.  How can this be addressed so it isn’t
so incredibly loud?  If the pilots waited 10-15 seconds more to go full throttle, this noise issue
would be greatly mitigated.  Where is the noise tracker on the end of the peninsula to log this
noise pollution?  Can you please provide the details on this as to what the regulations are and
if they are being broken?

Also, we will hear random loud plane noise between 10pm and 7am which we thought was not
permitted. What are the consequences of these flights if any? 

How and where do we complain to make changes happen as it seems like nothing happens?

Thank you,

Victor Poma
(951) 818-4188
vpoma@pomafitness.com

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:cpoma@pomafitness.com
mailto:vpoma@pomafitness.com


From: mbeale.cmtc@gmail.com
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Questions for Newport Beach Aviation Committee- July 27th session
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:29:03 PM
Attachments: Questions submitted to Newport Beach Aviation Committee- July 27 meeting.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

See attached questions for the Aviation committee meeting on Monday July 27th.
 
Mel Beale
Newport Beach resident

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov



Questions to the Newport Beach Aviation Committee 


Re:  


Agenda item 


 IV Current Business-  


2. 1. and 2.2 (GAIP ad Hoc Review of Fixed Base Operator Proposals) 


 


Q1. Given that the actual full RFP resubmittal proposal documents are not available to the general 


public, and, that the requirement for the June 1 County FBO bidder resubmittals was to ensure 


compliance with the environmental studies which did not include the amended RFP stipulation on the 


yellow and green areas at the southeast end of the property being dedicated to small aircraft of less 


than 40 ft. wingspan and 12,500#, what will be the  City of Newport Beach’s official actions  be to make 


that a binding requirement for the winning FBO candidate and be defined in the 10 year lease 


agreement with the County of Orange?   


Please be specific in your action and ensure that future Board of Supervisors, and or, FBO lessors cannot 


act in conflict with this principle agreement. 


 


Q2. The Ad Hoc Committee Evaluation of Fixed Base Operator Proposals key deliverable- i.e., “Does 


the Proposal Comply With the City's Goals for the General Aviation Improvement Program?” matrix 


table, leaves critical space utilization questions unanswered. 


 


Specifically, on the metrics titled Maintain Current GA Balance, and, Build Max # Individual Hangars. All 


respondent bidders were rated a Y for yes.  Yet the June 1 buildouts and layouts in the materials posted 


on bidder responses do not appear to cover nearly the needs for hangars for much of the existing small 


aircraft population, due to the constraint that certain areas were not evaluated in the environmental 


studies.    


   Does not the layouts in the latest proposals leave open areas which now might be developed at a later 


date to incorporate use by larger aircraft or overnight / transit aircraft per direction of future 


administrations?  How can the City of Newport Beach work to ensure there is binding language in the 


master leases and in County authorizations which will prevent this potential shift in use of this space to 


the detriment of the community and small GA aircraft owners? 
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From: Jo Carol
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Question for Aviation Comm Mtg on 7/27/2020
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:39:48 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Couldn’t our City use the technical scores of an unbiased panel?
 
Jo Carol Hunter
 
 
 
 

Virus-free. www.avg.com

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient


From: Finnigan, Tara
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: FW: AC GAIP Question for Monday"s meeting
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 4:31:30 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Julie Johnson <juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:40 PM
Cc: Julie Johnson <juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com>; Finnigan, Tara <TFinnigan@newportbeachca.gov>
Subject: AC GAIP Question for Monday's meeting

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Hello,
Here is my question:

The RFPs had to be revised because they weren’t in compliance with the original EIR. So now the yellow/green
map  cannot be built per the plan as it has more than 149 planes. How do you plan to enforce what was considered a
“win” by the city if this yellow/green plan is outside the original EIR scope? How can it be secured? It would
require a new EIR by the chosen FBO and there is no guarantee their plan will include the So Cal Pilots small planes
in the future. Are you going to ask the BOS to require the FBO  to put this in their 35 year lease? Otherwise what
happens if new BOS members change their minds and go with a different plan.

mailto:TFinnigan@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: karen887@aol.com
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Arrival Path Residents
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 8:22:18 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

What is being done to address the airplane noise and toxic fumes for the resident in the arrival path? We
get over 150 planes per day. Thank about that. What if you opened your windows and were exposed to
that kind of flood of toxins? In addition, we are 800' above sea level and therefore we are that much
closer to the fumes.

Thank you,

Karen Miller
Anaheim Hills

P.S. Sorry I missed the deadline

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: Renee Polk Johnson
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Question for Consideration...
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 10:19:37 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The Ad Hoc GAIP committee is going to be tasked with recommending Fixed Based Operators or (FBOs) that will receive lucrative 35-year contracts from the County....Has there been any thought/discussion about having
any Council member that has received a campaign contribution from one of the FBOs competing for a lease perhaps not participating in this process and recusing themself (or themselves) from voting on this topic at the
Tuesday, July 28 City Council meeting?  There is a clear conflict of interest here, if any Council member (or members) has received campaign donations from any FBO and/or owner of an FBO.  

And I think everyone would like to avoid a perception similar to what we have read about (see links below): 
https://voiceofoc.org/2017/02/faa-looking-into-why-oc-supervisors-chose-low-ranked-firm-for-major-airport-lease/  

https://www.ocregister.com/2017/03/10/faa-complaint-alleges-orange-county-supervisors-rigged-john-wayne-bidding-process/ 

https://voiceofoc.org/2019/05/newport-residents-citing-campaign-cash-win-pause-on-private-jet-expansion/ 

https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?
data_type=processed&committee_id=C00704981&contributor_employer=ACI&contributor_employer=Steiner+public+affairs&two_year_transaction_period=2020&min_date=01%2F01%2F2019&max_date=12%2F31%2F2020  

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my question.

-- 
Sincerely,
Dr. Renee Polk Johnson

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
https://voiceofoc.org/2017/02/faa-looking-into-why-oc-supervisors-chose-low-ranked-firm-for-major-airport-lease/
https://www.ocregister.com/2017/03/10/faa-complaint-alleges-orange-county-supervisors-rigged-john-wayne-bidding-process/
https://voiceofoc.org/2019/05/newport-residents-citing-campaign-cash-win-pause-on-private-jet-expansion/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00704981&contributor_employer=ACI&contributor_employer=Steiner+public+affairs&two_year_transaction_period=2020&min_date=01%2F01%2F2019&max_date=12%2F31%2F2020
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00704981&contributor_employer=ACI&contributor_employer=Steiner+public+affairs&two_year_transaction_period=2020&min_date=01%2F01%2F2019&max_date=12%2F31%2F2020


From: Portia Weiss
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: GAIP Proposals
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 7:12:28 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Dear Aviation Committee Members,

I support the fair and logical choice of GAIP selection of FBO service decisions to be strictly
based upon the scoring results to the GAIP proposals reviewed by the experts as follows:

Full Service Northeast Clay Lacey Aviation

Full Service Northwest Atlantic Aviation

Limited Service Jay’s Aircraft

Thanks to the City, City’s Aviation Committee and Ad Hoc Committee for your efforts to
fairly evaluate the proposals while considering the best interests of the Newport Beach. 

Portia Weiss

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: TOMLU BAKER
To: Oborny, Shirley
Cc: TOMLU BAKER; Oborny, Shirley
Subject: GAIP Proposals
Date: Sunday, July 26, 2020 11:34:51 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Aviation Committee  Menbers, 
The  General Aviation Improvement Program (GAIP) proposals have been scored by a
panel of five impartial experts. It is recommended that the Aviation Committee and the
City support the highest-ranking proposal in each of the three FBO Service categories. 

The highest rank in the full-service FBO Northeast parcel is Clay Lacy Aviation with a total
points of 407. 

The highest ranked in the full-service FBO Northwest parcel is Atlantic Aviation with 475
points.  

The highest ranked in the limited FBO is Jay's aircraft with 407 points. 

The Ad Hoc Committee evaluated the proposals to determine if they complied with the
city's Goals  for the General Aviation Improvement Program.  
Per the chart ( titled Ad Hoc Committee Evaluation of Fixed Base Operator Proposals) the
proposals submitted by   Clay Lacy,    Atlantic      Aviation and Jay's Aircraft were found to
align with the city's goals. 

It is recommended that the Aviation Committee and the City support : 

Full Service Northeast 
 Clay Lacy Aviation 

Full Service Northwest 
     Atlantic Aviation 

Limited Service 
    Jay's Aircraft 

Sincerely, 
Lu and Tom Baker 

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:tomlubaker@hotmail.com
mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: Lorian Petry
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Intl Arrivals - FBO
Date: Sunday, July 26, 2020 2:34:55 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Monday July 27th Aviation Committee Question:

At the 6/26/19 BOS meeting Diane Dixon and several mayors argued against an FBO being allowed to
have Customs and Border Patrol.  The City of Newport Beach openly opposed it in writing and at the
podium.  Since then Covid-19 has brought heightened attention to airport security, stringent health
screening, quarantine facility access, and tighter borders.  Since 2016 the Trump administration has
advocated for tightened border security.  Having an FBO with a GAF is in open opposition to the
Trump administrations efforts.  Will the city again advocate against having international arrivals,
regardless of whether JWA is a final destination?  Border security, now more than ever, is to be done
by the DHS (Department of Homeland Security) at facilities such as Brown Field, Ontario, LAX, Long
Beach, Seattle, San Francisco, et al, where permanent and advanced methods are under the
constant supervision of the DHS.  Will the city insist that regardless of “destination” all private
international arrivals are to be CBP inspected prior to arrival at JWA?

Thank you – Lorian Petry

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Maglinti, Avery
To: Finnigan, Tara; Oborny, Shirley
Subject: FW: Question for this evenings event
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 11:40:07 AM

And this one.
 

From: Steve Cibull <steve@cibullgroup.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 11:01 AM
To: Maglinti, Avery <AMaglinti@newportbeachca.gov>
Subject: Question for this evenings event
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Your town hall this evening only applies to half of the equation namely, what about aircraft arriving
into JWA during the course of the morning, day and night?  It’s one thing to address departures from
JWA but please don’t forget those Orange County residents who live along the arrival paths leading
into the airport. All Orange County residents who live along the arrival and/or departure paths into
and out of JWA are impacted. 

mailto:AMaglinti@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:TFinnigan@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


From: Finnigan, Tara
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: FW: Thank You & Follow Up
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 5:57:42 PM
Attachments: ACI & Newport Beach Highlights.pdf

Light GA Support Letters Samples.pdf

 
 
From: Bill Borgsmiller <bill@acijet.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 7:43 PM
To: Finnigan, Tara <TFinnigan@newportbeachca.gov>
Cc: Harp, Aaron <aharp@newportbeachca.gov>
Subject: FW: Thank You & Follow Up
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
Tara,
 
In advance of the Aviation Committee Meeting on Monday I connected with several community
groups (AWG, SPON, CAANP) this morning and wanted to forward you some of the information
presented as well as my follow up e-mail.  (See attached & below.)
 
We took time to walk them through a video of our project and engaged in a 45 minute Q&A session. 
I think most of our responses were well received and the e-mail below provided some deliverables
from the call as well as written responses to a couple of concerns.  The fact that ACI is the only
proposer willing to close at night was a positive for us and I think the highlights sheet (see attached)
helped to communicate our message.
 
I wanted to submit these to you in advance of the meeting so they could be placed in the record /
available to show if needed as attendance will be through Zoom.
 
Let me know if there is anything else needed on my side to make this happen.
 
Thanks!
 
-Bill
 

William Borgsmiller
President / CEO
main: (805) 782-9722 | direct: (805) 548-1310 | wborgsmiller@acijet.com
acijet.com | @flyacijet

mailto:TFinnigan@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
tel:805-782-9722
tel:805-548-1310
mailto:wborgsmiller@acijet.com
http://www.acijet.com/?utm_source=sig&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=emsig
https://www.facebook.com/flyacijet/
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OPTION 1 OPTION 2 ACI JET


Closed At Night Except For Emergencies (24/7 Avail.) (24/7 Avail.)


Currently Sells Fuel To Light Aircraft


Features Self-Serve Fuel For Light Aircraft


Promotes FBO Service Of Jumbo Jets


Large Charter Fleet


Experience Operating an FBO at SNA NO NO YES


ACI JET HAS BEEN A FRIEND TO/ENGAGED MEMBER OF THE NEWPORT BEACH COMMUNITY             


           • ACI Jet’s proposal works to maximize the light GA area and honors the hangar ratios requested by the  
 City of Newport Beach/SoCal Pilots. We are the only Southeast FBO applicant to be recommended by the  
 Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce.


• ACI Jet is the only FBO to take concrete action to reduce noise by proposing to close at night except 
for emergency aircraft operations.


• ACI Jet has a small, niche fleet of privately managed aircraft based in San Luis Obispo that primarily serve 
their owners. Our competition operates well over 100 aircraft and is one of the country’s largest charter operators.


ACI JET IS A VITAL PART OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY


• ACI Jet connected local schools and youth organizations to aviation with interactive visits and 
contributed to at-risk youth organizations, including Big Brothers & Big Sisters, through numerous 
events and sponsorships.


• ACI Jet supported Dream Chaser 5 through the Make-A-Wish Foundation to grant terminally-ill children the 
wish of flight and hosted numerous social activities to benefit local organizations including the Orangewood 
Children’s Foundation, Orange County Sheriffs’ Museum, Women in Aviation and others, reconnecting the 
community with its airport. 


• ACI Jet supported numerous job fairs and greatly improved benefits and working conditions for 
frontline FBO employees at SNA.


SOUTHEAST FBO APPLICANT COMPARISON
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3/27/2020 


 


Ms. Michelle Steel, Board Chair  


Orange County Board of Supervisors  


333 W. Santa Ana Boulevard 


Room 465 


Santa Ana, California 92701 


 


Madam Chair and Board Members: 


 


I operate Sunrise Aviation Company at John Wayne Airport and have done so for the past 


35 years. My company is one of the two major flight training and aircraft rental 


enterprises on the field. 


 


ACI Jet is currently an applicant for a long term lease at John Wayne Airport. I was 


among a persuasive majority that supported that company’s initial bid for an interim lease 


in 2017, and I salute the Board’s judgement at that time in awarding the contract to ACI 


Jet. 


 


Since ACI Jet took up residence on the leasehold formerly occupied by Signature, the 


changes for General Aviation at John Wayne have exceeded my most optimistic 


expectations: prices dropped and quality of service improved well beyond what we had 


become accustomed to at Orange County. It is easy to say the entire GA community 


benefited, including ACI Jet’s competitors. 


 


I sincerely hope the Board makes the same choice this time around. ACI Jet has earned 


affection and respect in every area at our airport: tenants, local customers, and transient 


visitors. 


 


Thank you for your time, 


 


 
 


Michael Church 


President 
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oc 
Aircraft Sales 


July 9, 2020 


A TfN: Orange County Board of Supervisors 


333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 


Santa Ana, CA 92702-0687 


RE: ACI Jet Orange County Proposal 


Dear Distinguished Members of the Orange County Board of Supervisors, 


My name is Gary Sequeira, President ofOC Aircraft Sales based out of Orange County. 


I have been operating on this airport for over 40 years, in the capacity of owning a flight school, a sales 
operation, and a maintenance facility for light GA aircraft. As an operator at the General Aviation level 
on this field, I have witnessed many, many changes. The times before AC! Jet took over the lease here at 
John Wayne, our fuel prices were through the roof, and services were anything but personal. It wasn't 
until they made their presence felt, and were instated to displace one of the other national FBO's on the 
field, that General Aviation as we knew it, returned to the status that we so enjoyed, for so many 
years. All of the staff and management at ACI, have been openly engaged with the General Aviation 
public. Their operation has the feel ofa home grown community facility, with the ability to service and 
accommodate all aircraft, from a Cessna 120, to a Gulfstream GS. 


Their CEO, Bill Borgsmiller, has reached out to the public at all levels, and is engaging and willing to 
listen to any and all of the GA public thoughts. With the upcoming decisions, as to whom should be 
awarded for long-term leases here at John Wayne, I can without a doubt, and with no hesitation, 
recommend AC! Jet, to be in line to be with us for the next generation. 


President 


OC Aircraft Sales 


19531 Campus Drive #4 • Santa Ana, CA 92707 • Phone: 949-756-1515 • www.ocfc.com 
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ICON Support Letter 


 
 
Orange County Board of Supervisors 
333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 
Santa Ana, CA 91702-0687 
 
RE: ACI Jet East side FBO Proposal 
 
Dear Orange County Board of Supervisors, 
 
ACI Jet has quickly become a pillar of the Orange County landscape and a partner to many companies within 
Orange County and our surrounding communities.  The purpose of this letter is to strongly recommend ACI 
Jet for the east side FBO.   
 
ICON Aircraft is a recreational aircraft unlike any other.  ICON Aircraft’s mission is to accelerate the 
democratization of personal flight and 3-D mobility.  ICON creates consumer-friendly, safe, technologically 
advanced aircraft that make the adventure of flying more accessible to mainstream consumers.  ICON’s first 
aircraft is the A5, an amphibious sport plane that fuses outstanding aeronautical engineering with world-
class product design and unprecedented safety features.  The A5 is the world’s first production aircraft that 
is spin-resistant, making it arguably one of the safest small aircraft ever created.  The A5 has won some of 
the world’s most prestigious design awards and has inspired a global following.   
 
ACI Jet has continually welcomed ICON Aircraft.  They have hosted several events that have given us 
tremendous exposure and allowed us to share our product with the wonderful people of Orange County.  
Having traveled the country promoting ICON and having visited countless FBO’s, I can honestly say that ACI 
Jet is one of the very best.  They are inclusive, welcoming and provide fantastic service to all their 
customers.  We choose ACI Jet when flying into Orange County because of the first-class customer service, 
the fuel pricing, the new facility, and the truly remarkable relationships that we have built with their entire 
staff.  ACI Jet’s commitment to aviation is unparalleled as most of their front-line team are pilots or 
mechanics in training.  It is obvious that aviation is a vital part of the foundation and the entire structure at 
ACI Jet, beginning with the line staff and continuing up to their CEO.   
 
John Wayne Airport and Orange County would not be the same without ACI Jet and it would be a 
considerable misstep to replace their operation.  I respectfully urge you to consider all the various 
companies in Orange County that are thriving because of ACI Jet and the lasting impact they have had on the 
surrounding community.   
 
Please let me know if I can provide any further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Noah Collins 
Regional Sales Director 
ICON Aircraft 
noah.collins@iconaircraft.com 
www.iconaircraft.com 
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Ralph L. Cummings M.D. 
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner 


24953 Paseo de Valencia 21A 


Laguna Hills, California 92653 


(949) 859-6886 


 


Orange County Board of Supervisors  Re: JWA GA Improvement  
333 W Santa Ana Blvd. Room 465 


Santa Ana CA 92702-0687 


 


I am a medical specialist in Internal Medicine with 35 years of medical practice. I am 


also a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner designated by the FAA to certify the medical 


qualifications of pilots to fly in civil airspace. Eight years ago I retired my medical 


practice in order to concentrate on my activity as an AME. I hold commercial, 


instrument, and multi-engine pilot certificates. I fly in Southern California Airspace on a 


weekly basis. John Wayne Airport has been my home airport since the early 1970’s. 


 


Professionally I issue about 1500 Aviation Medical Certificates per year. The vast 


majority of my pilots holders of  Class 1 and Class 2 Certificates and are working for Part 


121 and Part 135 operators. Many also fly smaller airplanes. Because of my close contact 


with pilots I am very aware of the status of General Aviation at John Wayne Airport. 


 


For the past few decades JWA, although ideally located, was not a hospitable 


environment in which to fly and maintain GA airplanes. That changed completely when 


ACI Jet successfully obtained the lease for the spaces and services formerly held by 


Signature Aviation. 


- Overnight the cost of fuel came down to prices competitive levels. 


- The FBO buildings were renovated and upgraded to create a beautiful and tasteful 


environment. 


- The ACI Jet staff was and continues to be friendly, helpful, and professional. 


- Services for GA became easily available and competitively priced. 


In short, John Wayne Airport and ACI Jet became a delightful place to store, fly, and 


maintain a GA airplane. 


 


As you consider the details for the GA improvement project I encourage you to designate 


ACI Jet to be responsible for as much of JWA’s GA facilities as they are willing take on. 


Since ACI Jet’s arrival at this airport they have proven to be excellent stewards of what 


they have been given and deserve to be rewarded. 


 


I have seen ACI Jet’s proposed plans and am very excited about the possibility that all of 


those plans will come to reality in the near future.. 


 


Sincerely: 


 


Ralph L Cummings MD 
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Alan J. Herrmann 


24996 Pathway Dr, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 


 


 


ATTN: 


Orange County Board of Supervisors  


333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 


Santa Ana, CA 92702-0687 


 


To Whom it May Concern: 


 


It is with incredible enthusiasm and passion that I recommend ACI Jet for the John Wayne Airport 


improvement project.   


I am a current business owner, husband, father of 2, brother, son, pilot and aviation enthusiast.  My 


family and I have been residents of Orange County for over 30 years and truly love the community!  John 


Wayne Airport is the home of our current aircraft and we have truly appreciated and enjoyed the 


incredible service that ACI Jet consistently offers.  In the 14 years that I have been flying, I have never 


been to a Flight Base Operator that has come even close to the service levels of ACI Jet.  Every single 


person that is employed by ACI Jet is top notch and treats everybody with great passion and respect, 


regardless of the type of aircraft that you own, rent, or fly in.  ACI Jet sets the standard for Flight Base 


Operators.   


It goes without saying that my family and I are 100% supportive of ACI Jet and welcome the opportunity 


to continue to see them support the community.    


Please let me know if I can provide any more information that would be helpful to the support of ACI 


Jet.  


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


 


Alan J. Herrmann  
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OPTION 1 OPTION 2 ACI JET

Closed At Night Except For Emergencies (24/7 Avail.) (24/7 Avail.)

Currently Sells Fuel To Light Aircraft

Features Self-Serve Fuel For Light Aircraft

Promotes FBO Service Of Jumbo Jets

Large Charter Fleet

Experience Operating an FBO at SNA NO NO YES

ACI JET HAS BEEN A FRIEND TO/ENGAGED MEMBER OF THE NEWPORT BEACH COMMUNITY             

           • ACI Jet’s proposal works to maximize the light GA area and honors the hangar ratios requested by the  
 City of Newport Beach/SoCal Pilots. We are the only Southeast FBO applicant to be recommended by the  
 Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce.

• ACI Jet is the only FBO to take concrete action to reduce noise by proposing to close at night except 
for emergency aircraft operations.

• ACI Jet has a small, niche fleet of privately managed aircraft based in San Luis Obispo that primarily serve 
their owners. Our competition operates well over 100 aircraft and is one of the country’s largest charter operators.

ACI JET IS A VITAL PART OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

• ACI Jet connected local schools and youth organizations to aviation with interactive visits and 
contributed to at-risk youth organizations, including Big Brothers & Big Sisters, through numerous 
events and sponsorships.

• ACI Jet supported Dream Chaser 5 through the Make-A-Wish Foundation to grant terminally-ill children the 
wish of flight and hosted numerous social activities to benefit local organizations including the Orangewood 
Children’s Foundation, Orange County Sheriffs’ Museum, Women in Aviation and others, reconnecting the 
community with its airport. 

• ACI Jet supported numerous job fairs and greatly improved benefits and working conditions for 
frontline FBO employees at SNA.

SOUTHEAST FBO APPLICANT COMPARISON



   
 
 

From: Bill Borgsmiller <bill@acijet.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 5:55 PM
To: 'Beverly Moosmann' <bblaisesq@gmail.com>; 'Charles Klobe' <cklobe@me.com>; 'Craig Page'
<cp29560@gmail.com>; 'Jack Stranberg' <jstranberg@cox.net>; 'Lorian Petry'
<lorianpetry@hotmail.com>; 'mbeale.cmtc@gmail.com' <mbeale.cmtc@gmail.com>; 'Nancy
Scarbrough' <nscarbrough@me.com>; 'Sue Dvorak' <susan_dvorak@hotmail.com>; 'William
Coholan' <williamcoholan@gmail.com>; 'Jo Carol Hunter' <jocarol@ix.netcom.com>; 'Lichman,
Barbara' <blichman@buchalter.com>; 'Esther Fine' <efine@surterreproperties.com>; 'Jane Spitz'
<Jane.Spitz@dominionrisk.com>; Julie Johnson (Juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com)
<Juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com>; 'Nancy Alston' <nanalston@gmail.com>; 'JPwinter@pacbell.net'
<JPwinter@pacbell.net>
Subject: Thank You & Follow Up
 
 
All,
 
Thank you for taking the time to connect this morning.  I hope you have found ACI to be a
responsible and conscientious community partner during the last 3 years of service to Orange
County.  While our objectives may differ, communication and engagement is a core part of our
company’s culture and it is the first step towards finding common ground where we can work
together.
 
As promised on the call, please find the following:
 

ACI & Newport Beach Highlights (attached)
 

A few letters of support from light aircraft owners (attached)
(We have many more if they are of interest / value.)
 

An answer to the Clay Lacy GAF Question:
Clay Lacy did have a GAF in their initial proposal but removed it as part of their update per
Addendum 16.

 
My personal cell phone: ______________

I am always happy to connect and discuss airport issues / ways we can work to be a better
neighbor.  You are all welcome at our facility anytime.
 
 

Finally in closing, I want to address the 2 issues pointed out towards the end of the call:

http://www.acijet.com/?utm_source=sig&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=emsig
https://www.facebook.com/flyacijet
https://twitter.com/FlyACIJet
https://www.instagram.com/flyacijet/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aviation-consultants-inc-
mailto:bill@acijet.com
mailto:bblaisesq@gmail.com
mailto:cklobe@me.com
mailto:cp29560@gmail.com
mailto:jstranberg@cox.net
mailto:lorianpetry@hotmail.com
mailto:mbeale.cmtc@gmail.com
mailto:mbeale.cmtc@gmail.com
mailto:nscarbrough@me.com
mailto:susan_dvorak@hotmail.com
mailto:williamcoholan@gmail.com
mailto:jocarol@ix.netcom.com
mailto:blichman@buchalter.com
mailto:efine@surterreproperties.com
mailto:Jane.Spitz@dominionrisk.com
mailto:Juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:Juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:nanalston@gmail.com
mailto:JPwinter@pacbell.net
mailto:JPwinter@pacbell.net


 
Concern about existence of the GAF (Customs Facility):

As mentioned on the call, should the County decide not to allow a GAF facility at the airport
we would remove it from our design.  If however one is located on the field, then we would
like to have it in our facility.  Except as mentioned above, all other proposers for both east &
west side parcels provide for a Customs Office so there are no two proposals together that
would exclude it.

 
Concern that the open space at the south end of the parcel may later be used for larger
aircraft:

We are willing to commit to maximizing this space with light aircraft hangars corresponding
to the Socal Pilots’ requested ratios and to bear the cost for the environmental work to do so. 
Language to this effect could be included in our lease and putting these hangars here will
prevent the use of this space in the future by larger aircraft.

 
I hope that our responses to the two major concerns above are helpful and that our willingness to
close the FBO at night demonstrates our level of commitment to the surrounding communities.  All
other proposals offer 24/7 service and we are the only FBO applicant to make this commitment. 
 
I hope you choose to support ACI for its unique community oriented culture and its willingness to be
the best neighbor possible.
 
-Bill
 

William Borgsmiller
President / CEO
main: (805) 782-9722 | direct: (805) 548-1310 | wborgsmiller@acijet.com
acijet.com | @flyacijet

   
 

tel:805-782-9722
tel:805-548-1310
mailto:wborgsmiller@acijet.com
http://www.acijet.com/?utm_source=sig&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=emsig
https://www.facebook.com/flyacijet/
http://www.acijet.com/?utm_source=sig&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=emsig
https://www.facebook.com/flyacijet
https://twitter.com/FlyACIJet
https://www.instagram.com/flyacijet/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aviation-consultants-inc-
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19531 Campus Drive • Santa Ana, Ca• 92707 

Phone 949-852-8850 • Fax 949-852-1401 • Info@ sunriseaviation.com 

www.sunriseaviation.com 

 

 

 

3/27/2020 

 

Ms. Michelle Steel, Board Chair  

Orange County Board of Supervisors  

333 W. Santa Ana Boulevard 

Room 465 

Santa Ana, California 92701 

 

Madam Chair and Board Members: 

 

I operate Sunrise Aviation Company at John Wayne Airport and have done so for the past 

35 years. My company is one of the two major flight training and aircraft rental 

enterprises on the field. 

 

ACI Jet is currently an applicant for a long term lease at John Wayne Airport. I was 

among a persuasive majority that supported that company’s initial bid for an interim lease 

in 2017, and I salute the Board’s judgement at that time in awarding the contract to ACI 

Jet. 

 

Since ACI Jet took up residence on the leasehold formerly occupied by Signature, the 

changes for General Aviation at John Wayne have exceeded my most optimistic 

expectations: prices dropped and quality of service improved well beyond what we had 

become accustomed to at Orange County. It is easy to say the entire GA community 

benefited, including ACI Jet’s competitors. 

 

I sincerely hope the Board makes the same choice this time around. ACI Jet has earned 

affection and respect in every area at our airport: tenants, local customers, and transient 

visitors. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

 
 

Michael Church 

President 
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oc 
Aircraft Sales 

July 9, 2020 

A TfN: Orange County Board of Supervisors 

333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 

Santa Ana, CA 92702-0687 

RE: ACI Jet Orange County Proposal 

Dear Distinguished Members of the Orange County Board of Supervisors, 

My name is Gary Sequeira, President ofOC Aircraft Sales based out of Orange County. 

I have been operating on this airport for over 40 years, in the capacity of owning a flight school, a sales 
operation, and a maintenance facility for light GA aircraft. As an operator at the General Aviation level 
on this field, I have witnessed many, many changes. The times before AC! Jet took over the lease here at 
John Wayne, our fuel prices were through the roof, and services were anything but personal. It wasn't 
until they made their presence felt, and were instated to displace one of the other national FBO's on the 
field, that General Aviation as we knew it, returned to the status that we so enjoyed, for so many 
years. All of the staff and management at ACI, have been openly engaged with the General Aviation 
public. Their operation has the feel ofa home grown community facility, with the ability to service and 
accommodate all aircraft, from a Cessna 120, to a Gulfstream GS. 

Their CEO, Bill Borgsmiller, has reached out to the public at all levels, and is engaging and willing to 
listen to any and all of the GA public thoughts. With the upcoming decisions, as to whom should be 
awarded for long-term leases here at John Wayne, I can without a doubt, and with no hesitation, 
recommend AC! Jet, to be in line to be with us for the next generation. 

President 

OC Aircraft Sales 

19531 Campus Drive #4 • Santa Ana, CA 92707 • Phone: 949-756-1515 • www.ocfc.com 
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ICON Support Letter 

 
 
Orange County Board of Supervisors 
333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 
Santa Ana, CA 91702-0687 
 
RE: ACI Jet East side FBO Proposal 
 
Dear Orange County Board of Supervisors, 
 
ACI Jet has quickly become a pillar of the Orange County landscape and a partner to many companies within 
Orange County and our surrounding communities.  The purpose of this letter is to strongly recommend ACI 
Jet for the east side FBO.   
 
ICON Aircraft is a recreational aircraft unlike any other.  ICON Aircraft’s mission is to accelerate the 
democratization of personal flight and 3-D mobility.  ICON creates consumer-friendly, safe, technologically 
advanced aircraft that make the adventure of flying more accessible to mainstream consumers.  ICON’s first 
aircraft is the A5, an amphibious sport plane that fuses outstanding aeronautical engineering with world-
class product design and unprecedented safety features.  The A5 is the world’s first production aircraft that 
is spin-resistant, making it arguably one of the safest small aircraft ever created.  The A5 has won some of 
the world’s most prestigious design awards and has inspired a global following.   
 
ACI Jet has continually welcomed ICON Aircraft.  They have hosted several events that have given us 
tremendous exposure and allowed us to share our product with the wonderful people of Orange County.  
Having traveled the country promoting ICON and having visited countless FBO’s, I can honestly say that ACI 
Jet is one of the very best.  They are inclusive, welcoming and provide fantastic service to all their 
customers.  We choose ACI Jet when flying into Orange County because of the first-class customer service, 
the fuel pricing, the new facility, and the truly remarkable relationships that we have built with their entire 
staff.  ACI Jet’s commitment to aviation is unparalleled as most of their front-line team are pilots or 
mechanics in training.  It is obvious that aviation is a vital part of the foundation and the entire structure at 
ACI Jet, beginning with the line staff and continuing up to their CEO.   
 
John Wayne Airport and Orange County would not be the same without ACI Jet and it would be a 
considerable misstep to replace their operation.  I respectfully urge you to consider all the various 
companies in Orange County that are thriving because of ACI Jet and the lasting impact they have had on the 
surrounding community.   
 
Please let me know if I can provide any further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Noah Collins 
Regional Sales Director 
ICON Aircraft 
noah.collins@iconaircraft.com 
www.iconaircraft.com 
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Ralph L. Cummings M.D. 
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner 

24953 Paseo de Valencia 21A 

Laguna Hills, California 92653 

(949) 859-6886 

 

Orange County Board of Supervisors  Re: JWA GA Improvement  
333 W Santa Ana Blvd. Room 465 

Santa Ana CA 92702-0687 

 

I am a medical specialist in Internal Medicine with 35 years of medical practice. I am 

also a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner designated by the FAA to certify the medical 

qualifications of pilots to fly in civil airspace. Eight years ago I retired my medical 

practice in order to concentrate on my activity as an AME. I hold commercial, 

instrument, and multi-engine pilot certificates. I fly in Southern California Airspace on a 

weekly basis. John Wayne Airport has been my home airport since the early 1970’s. 

 

Professionally I issue about 1500 Aviation Medical Certificates per year. The vast 

majority of my pilots holders of  Class 1 and Class 2 Certificates and are working for Part 

121 and Part 135 operators. Many also fly smaller airplanes. Because of my close contact 

with pilots I am very aware of the status of General Aviation at John Wayne Airport. 

 

For the past few decades JWA, although ideally located, was not a hospitable 

environment in which to fly and maintain GA airplanes. That changed completely when 

ACI Jet successfully obtained the lease for the spaces and services formerly held by 

Signature Aviation. 

- Overnight the cost of fuel came down to prices competitive levels. 

- The FBO buildings were renovated and upgraded to create a beautiful and tasteful 

environment. 

- The ACI Jet staff was and continues to be friendly, helpful, and professional. 

- Services for GA became easily available and competitively priced. 

In short, John Wayne Airport and ACI Jet became a delightful place to store, fly, and 

maintain a GA airplane. 

 

As you consider the details for the GA improvement project I encourage you to designate 

ACI Jet to be responsible for as much of JWA’s GA facilities as they are willing take on. 

Since ACI Jet’s arrival at this airport they have proven to be excellent stewards of what 

they have been given and deserve to be rewarded. 

 

I have seen ACI Jet’s proposed plans and am very excited about the possibility that all of 

those plans will come to reality in the near future.. 

 

Sincerely: 

 

Ralph L Cummings MD 
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Alan J. Herrmann 

24996 Pathway Dr, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

 

 

ATTN: 

Orange County Board of Supervisors  

333 W. Santa Ana Blvd, Room 465 

Santa Ana, CA 92702-0687 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

It is with incredible enthusiasm and passion that I recommend ACI Jet for the John Wayne Airport 

improvement project.   

I am a current business owner, husband, father of 2, brother, son, pilot and aviation enthusiast.  My 

family and I have been residents of Orange County for over 30 years and truly love the community!  John 

Wayne Airport is the home of our current aircraft and we have truly appreciated and enjoyed the 

incredible service that ACI Jet consistently offers.  In the 14 years that I have been flying, I have never 

been to a Flight Base Operator that has come even close to the service levels of ACI Jet.  Every single 

person that is employed by ACI Jet is top notch and treats everybody with great passion and respect, 

regardless of the type of aircraft that you own, rent, or fly in.  ACI Jet sets the standard for Flight Base 

Operators.   

It goes without saying that my family and I are 100% supportive of ACI Jet and welcome the opportunity 

to continue to see them support the community.    

Please let me know if I can provide any more information that would be helpful to the support of ACI 

Jet.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Alan J. Herrmann  
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August 24, 2020, Aviation Committee Comments 
The following comments for the Newport Beach Aviation Committee meeting are submitted by: 

  Jim Mosher ( jimmosher@yahoo.com ), 2210 Private Road, Newport Beach 92660  (949-548-6229) 

Item III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Minutes - July 27, 2020 

The passages shown in italics below are from the draft minutes with suggested corrections indicated 

in strikeout underline format. 

Page 2, last paragraph before Item 2: “Michele Monda, Citizens for No Plane Noise, offered to 

work with the Aviation Committee (Committee).”  

Page 5, Item VI, paragraph 1: “Committee Member Dvorak requested a discussion of having a 

representative from Air Fair AirFair on the Committee.” 

Item IV.1. General Aviation Improvement Program Update 

As seems common with Aviation Committee meetings, the absence of any advance material to 

review on most announced agenda topics, including this, makes it difficult to comment in writing prior 

to the meeting – which is especially ironic now since the COVID-19 instructions encourage that 

mode of communication. 

I assume this item will include a review of the August 11 Board of Supervisors meeting, and the 

City’s follow-up to that.  

Like many others, I was disappointed by the Supervisors’ purported inability to discuss, on August 

11, certain lease terms suggested by the City.  

I was even more disturbed to hear that the County’s response to the City’s requests would be 

discussed in closed session with the County Counsel (3:36:00 in the video) as well as the City’s 

understanding the lease terms would be finalized by the Board’s Airport Ad Hoc Committee 

consisting of Supervisors Bartlett and Steel. 

First, I have been unable to find anything explaining the origin or powers of the Board’s Airport Ad 

Hoc Committee. 

Second, as a student for more than a decade of California’s open meeting law for local agencies 

(the Brown Act), I am unaware of any provision that would allow a majority of the supervisors, with or 

without legal counsel, to meet privately – either together or serially – to reach agreement on lease 

terms prior to (or even in parallel with) a public meeting. To be sure, there is a closed session 

allowance (Gov. Code Sec. 54956.8) to discuss contemplated real estate transactions, but that is 

limited to price and terms of payment (which, in this case, seem already to be defined) and not to 

lease terms unrelated to price and payment. There is also a closed session allowance (Gov. Code 

Sec. 54956.9) for discussions with legal counsel. But that is limited to pending or anticipated 

litigation, and it would be an extreme stretch to say the response to the City’s requests cannot be 

discussed in public because of the possibility the City might sue if it is unhappy with the result. 

Will the City be doing anything to ensure the Supervisors’ discussions of the lease terms 

occur in public? 

mailto:jimmosher@yahoo.com
http://newportbeach.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=77c649a1-696e-4468-b3af-16ff2fff8189.pdf
https://ocgov.granicus.com/player/clip/3764?meta_id=256368
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/city-manager/john-wayne-airport/jwa-general-aviation-improvement-program
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54956.8.
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Beyond this, I am wondering if the request by certain community groups for complete build-out of the 

“green areas” with hangars is a request for more based aircraft at JWA than the County had bid for 

(and hence the need to amend the EIR)? If so, how many more aircraft does this involve? 

I am also curious if the City is interested in protecting the interests of GA pilots who cannot afford 

hangar rentals, and, if so, what is necessary to advance that? 

Finally, while I appreciate the field of “qualified bidders” was limited, and while I appreciate a 

substantial amount of acreage is being reserved for small planes, I understand those small planes 

could include jets and I take little comfort in the fact that for the next 35 years or more so much GA 

acreage at JWA will be administered by companies that promote jet travel, including charters, in 

their advertising (and in one case, even in their name). 

Item V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

It is surprising to see, on the agenda, updates from only one of the committee’s many ad hoc 

subcommittees. Do none of the others have any progress to share and is there no need to seek 

direction from the larger group? 

It is also surprising to see no update from JWA staff scheduled for this meeting, nor an Aviation 

Activities Update newsletter posted since May or a Monthly Report since February. I have the 

impression commercial jet activity at JWA is ramping back up after the sharp COVID-19 reduction, 

but that the jets are likely flying less full than they were. It would be good to have confirmation of that 

as well as to know if the noise from a less full plane is perceptibly less than that from a full one. 

Another item not listed on the agenda would seem to be the status of Committee member Bonnie 

O’Neil. I don’t know is Ms. O’Neil has been informed of the committee meetings, or if her absences 

were excused, but she does not appear to have attended one for a long time. City Council Policy A-2 

(bottom of page 3) states that “Board, Commission, and Committee appointees may be replaced 

after three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from meetings.” 

Finally, although announced in the previous agenda as the upcoming meeting date, August 24 is not 

the last Monday of the month or the “last Monday of the quarter,” which is the normally expected 

meeting date according to the City’s Aviation Committee web page. Perhaps that page needs to be 

updated? 

 

https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/city-manager-s-office/aviation-committee/special-reports
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https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/1225447/Page3.aspx
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/open-government/agendas-minutes/aviation-committee


From: Jo Carol
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Question for August 24 Aviation Committee Meeting
Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020 9:38:12 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

I would like to submit the following question to the Aviation Committee’s
during their August 24 Meeting:
 
What aviation legal firm is reviewing the lease provisions that the City and
community are requesting be put into the 35 year FBO leases?
 
We expect County legal counsel to give arguments as to why these
provisions can’t be inserted. Therefore we need top notch legal expertise
on our side.
 
Thank you,
 
Jo Carol Hunter
Newport Beach Resident

Virus-free. www.avg.com

mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient


From: Randall
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Questions for Aviation Committee
Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020 10:32:34 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

To begin, I appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process.  I hope that my two questions
will help things move in the right direction.
 

1. The environmental study made no mention of soot and AQMD does not measure soot.  Soot
has been a concern for homeowners, particularly those directly under the departure path of
the airport.  Is anything being proposed to both measure and mitigate this form of pollution?

2. What assurances will we receive that small general aviation aircraft will receive the
consideration that it deserves per the document authored by Supervisor Steel and passed by
the Board of Supervisors? More simply, how much parking will small general aviation have
available and how will that allocated space be protected over time?

 
Thank you,
Randall Lipton
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The passages shown in italics below are from the draft minutes with suggested corrections indicated 
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work with the Aviation Committee (Committee).”  

Page 5, Item VI, paragraph 1: “Committee Member Dvorak requested a discussion of having a 

representative from Air Fair AirFair on the Committee.” 

Item IV.1. General Aviation Improvement Program Update 

As seems common with Aviation Committee meetings, the absence of any advance material to 

review on most announced agenda topics, including this, makes it difficult to comment in writing prior 

to the meeting – which is especially ironic now since the COVID-19 instructions encourage that 

mode of communication. 

I assume this item will include a review of the August 11 Board of Supervisors meeting, and the 

City’s follow-up to that.  

Like many others, I was disappointed by the Supervisors’ purported inability to discuss, on August 

11, certain lease terms suggested by the City.  

I was even more disturbed to hear that the County’s response to the City’s requests would be 

discussed in closed session with the County Counsel (3:36:00 in the video) as well as the City’s 

understanding the lease terms would be finalized by the Board’s Airport Ad Hoc Committee 

consisting of Supervisors Bartlett and Steel. 

First, I have been unable to find anything explaining the origin or powers of the Board’s Airport Ad 

Hoc Committee. 

Second, as a student for more than a decade of California’s open meeting law for local agencies 

(the Brown Act), I am unaware of any provision that would allow a majority of the supervisors, with or 

without legal counsel, to meet privately – either together or serially – to reach agreement on lease 

terms prior to (or even in parallel with) a public meeting. To be sure, there is a closed session 

allowance (Gov. Code Sec. 54956.8) to discuss contemplated real estate transactions, but that is 

limited to price and terms of payment (which, in this case, seem already to be defined) and not to 

lease terms unrelated to price and payment. There is also a closed session allowance (Gov. Code 

Sec. 54956.9) for discussions with legal counsel. But that is limited to pending or anticipated 

litigation, and it would be an extreme stretch to say the response to the City’s requests cannot be 

discussed in public because of the possibility the City might sue if it is unhappy with the result. 

Will the City be doing anything to ensure the Supervisors’ discussions of the lease terms 

occur in public? 
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Beyond this, I am wondering if the request by certain community groups for complete build-out of the 

“green areas” with hangars is a request for more based aircraft at JWA than the County had bid for 

(and hence the need to amend the EIR)? If so, how many more aircraft does this involve? 

I am also curious if the City is interested in protecting the interests of GA pilots who cannot afford 

hangar rentals, and, if so, what is necessary to advance that? 

Finally, while I appreciate the field of “qualified bidders” was limited, and while I appreciate a 

substantial amount of acreage is being reserved for small planes, I understand those small planes 

could include jets and I take little comfort in the fact that for the next 35 years or more so much GA 

acreage at JWA will be administered by companies that promote jet travel, including charters, in 

their advertising (and in one case, even in their name). 

Item V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

It is surprising to see, on the agenda, updates from only one of the committee’s many ad hoc 

subcommittees. Do none of the others have any progress to share and is there no need to seek 

direction from the larger group? 

It is also surprising to see no update from JWA staff scheduled for this meeting, nor an Aviation 

Activities Update newsletter posted since May or a Monthly Report since February. I have the 

impression commercial jet activity at JWA is ramping back up after the sharp COVID-19 reduction, 

but that the jets are likely flying less full than they were. It would be good to have confirmation of that 

as well as to know if the noise from a less full plane is perceptibly less than that from a full one. 

Another item not listed on the agenda would seem to be the status of Committee member Bonnie 

O’Neil. I don’t know is Ms. O’Neil has been informed of the committee meetings, or if her absences 

were excused, but she does not appear to have attended one for a long time. City Council Policy A-2 

(bottom of page 3) states that “Board, Commission, and Committee appointees may be replaced 

after three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from meetings.” 

Finally, although announced in the previous agenda as the upcoming meeting date, August 24 is not 

the last Monday of the month or the “last Monday of the quarter,” which is the normally expected 

meeting date according to the City’s Aviation Committee web page. Perhaps that page needs to be 

updated? 
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From: Linda FIORELLI
To: FAA complaints list; FAA complaints list
Cc: Supervisor Lisa Bartlett; Michelle.Steel@ocgov.com; Donald.Wagner@ocgov.com; doug.chaffe@ocgov.com; Supervisor Andrew Do;

Laguna Niguel city council; LNCC 2; Representative Harley Rouda; tletourneau@cityoflagunaniguel.org; Oborny, Shirley
Subject: 20 noisy aircraft right overhead august 21, 2020
Date: Saturday, August 22, 2020 11:02:23 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear FAA & Elected officials
I have not complained much because i know we're all dealing with the virus issues. but
yesterday was horrible! please log and respond to the 19 complaints of noisy aircraft from
KSNA which went directly over my home.  the highlighted flights were especially loud and
disruptive!

Ms. Oborny, please provide a copy of this complaint in the next meeting. thank you!    

OCBOS & LN, you are elected to help your constituents, please to step up!
thank you
Linda Fiorelli
14 Haverhill road
laguna niguel ca 92677
949-489-0759

 l

Time Complaint
Type Airport Operation Aircraft Operator Callsign Dist

(mi) Altitude

07:14
am Commercial KSNA Departure 2014 BOEING

737-823
American
Airlines AAL2285 1.21 9945

09:10
am Commercial KSNA Departure 2014 BOEING

737-823
American
Airlines AAL2255 1.45 9650

09:13
am Commercial KSNA Departure 2011 AIRBUS

A320-214
Frontier
Airlines FFT268 1.27 9345

09:14
am Unknown KSNA Departure --- --- N856J 4.89 300

09:16
am

Commercial,
Business
Aviation

KSNA --- ---

09:19
am Helicopter KSNA Departure --- --- N183SD 5.63 500

09:24
am

Business
Aviation KSNA Unknown 2006 CESSNA

525B

BIRDWELL
EQUIPMENT
LEASING ...

N525MP 0.76 5395

10:35
am Commercial KSNA Departure 1998 BOEING

737-7H4
Southwest
Airlines SWA204 1.21 11145

10:36
am

Business
Aviation KSNA Unknown Bombardier

Challenger 350
Priester
Aviation LLC XOJ353 1.23 11120

10:44
am Commercial KSNA Departure Boeing 737NG

800/W
American
Airlines AAL2231 1.24 10595

11:44 Commercial KSNA Departure Boeing 737NG American AAL1355 2.11 10895

mailto:9-awa-noiseombudsman@faa.gov
mailto:7-awa-noiseombudsman@faa.gov
mailto:lisa.bartlett@ocgov.info
mailto:Michelle.Steel@ocgov.com
mailto:Donald.Wagner@ocgov.com
mailto:doug.chaffe@ocgov.com
mailto:First.District@ocgov.info
mailto:fminagar@cityoflagunaniguel.org
mailto:srains@cityoflagunaniguel.org
mailto:CA48HR.Outreach@mail.house.gov
mailto:tletourneau@cityoflagunaniguel.org
mailto:soborny@newportbeachca.gov


am 823/W Airlines

11:45
am

Commercial,
Business
Aviation

KSNA --- ---

11:47
am

Commercial,
Business
Aviation

KSNA --- ---

01:26
pm Commercial KSNA Departure Boeing 737NG

823/W
American
Airlines AAL2642 2.47 11515

01:27
pm

Business
Aviation KSNA Departure

2013
BOMBARDIER
INC BD-100-
1A10

KROGER CO
-
CINCINNATI,
OH

N302KC 2.58 10520

01:30
pm

Commercial,
Business
Aviation

KSNA --- ---

03:53
pm

Business
Aviation KSNA Unknown Bombardier

Challenger 650

Costar Realty
Information
Inc

N101US 2.03 11670

04:41 
 
pm     
 

07:11
pm

Commercial

Commercial

KSNA 
 

KSNA

departure

Departure

Boeing 737-752

1993 AIRBUS
INDUSTRIE
A300F4-605R

Southwest

FedEx

WN1426

FDX1369

 

1.34

102784

11120

07:23
pm Commercial KSNA Departure 2012 BOEING

737-8H4
Southwest
Airlines SWA1148 1.32 12120



From: LInda Geller
To: Oborny, Shirley
Subject: Aviation Committee Meeting, August 24, 2020
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 9:57:39 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.
Back on February 24, 2020, the last Aviation Committee Meeting before Covid, the
Committee presented a list of Priorities for the Committee.

Number 2 on the list was - Persue "light dispersion" of flights on the departure paths.

When this has been brought up before, it meant putting all the south-bound flights over Little
Balboa Island, and the north bound flights over main Balboa Island. Is that still what it means?
Again, when it came up in the past, the south bound flights added up to 52 to 54 percent of all
the commercial flights. 

The Little Island does not want this.

Instead of deciding which part of Balboa Island to screw up, please do the logical thing. There
are two logical ways to go here.

One, a City-wide dispersion. I know the FAA does not like this, but frankly, they should be
sued over NextGen.

And two, if you have to have one departure path, choose the one that affects the fewest people.
Look at a map!
It makes no sense to fly over Balboa Island at all. It would be straighter, and save move fuel,
and disturb the fewest people, for the departure path to follow the water. Down the Back Bay
(as it does), and then over the Coast Highway Bridge and west of Collins Island. 

Balboa Island has had enough. 

And Little Balboa Island does not want 52 to 54 percent of the flights over the Little Island.

Thank you,

Linda Kensey
Little Balboa Island.
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August 24, 2020, Aviation Committee Comments 
The following comments for the Newport Beach Aviation Committee meeting are submitted by: 

  Jim Mosher ( jimmosher@yahoo.com ), 2210 Private Road, Newport Beach 92660  (949-548-6229) 

Item III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Minutes - July 27, 2020 

The passages shown in italics below are from the draft minutes with suggested corrections indicated 

in strikeout underline format. 

Page 2, last paragraph before Item 2: “Michele Monda, Citizens for No Plane Noise, offered to 

work with the Aviation Committee (Committee).”  

Page 5, Item VI, paragraph 1: “Committee Member Dvorak requested a discussion of having a 

representative from Air Fair AirFair on the Committee.” 

Item IV.1. General Aviation Improvement Program Update 

As seems common with Aviation Committee meetings, the absence of any advance material to 

review on most announced agenda topics, including this, makes it difficult to comment in writing prior 

to the meeting – which is especially ironic now since the COVID-19 instructions encourage that 

mode of communication. 

I assume this item will include a review of the August 11 Board of Supervisors meeting, and the 

City’s follow-up to that.  

Like many others, I was disappointed by the Supervisors’ purported inability to discuss, on August 

11, certain lease terms suggested by the City.  

I was even more disturbed to hear that the County’s response to the City’s requests would be 

discussed in closed session with the County Counsel (3:36:00 in the video) as well as the City’s 

understanding the lease terms would be finalized by the Board’s Airport Ad Hoc Committee 

consisting of Supervisors Bartlett and Steel. 

First, I have been unable to find anything explaining the origin or powers of the Board’s Airport Ad 

Hoc Committee. 

Second, as a student for more than a decade of California’s open meeting law for local agencies 

(the Brown Act), I am unaware of any provision that would allow a majority of the supervisors, with or 

without legal counsel, to meet privately – either together or serially – to reach agreement on lease 

terms prior to (or even in parallel with) a public meeting. To be sure, there is a closed session 

allowance (Gov. Code Sec. 54956.8) to discuss contemplated real estate transactions, but that is 

limited to price and terms of payment (which, in this case, seem already to be defined) and not to 

lease terms unrelated to price and payment. There is also a closed session allowance (Gov. Code 

Sec. 54956.9) for discussions with legal counsel. But that is limited to pending or anticipated 

litigation, and it would be an extreme stretch to say the response to the City’s requests cannot be 

discussed in public because of the possibility the City might sue if it is unhappy with the result. 

Will the City be doing anything to ensure the Supervisors’ discussions of the lease terms 

occur in public? 
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http://newportbeach.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=77c649a1-696e-4468-b3af-16ff2fff8189.pdf
https://ocgov.granicus.com/player/clip/3764?meta_id=256368
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/city-manager/john-wayne-airport/jwa-general-aviation-improvement-program
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54956.8.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54956.9.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54956.9.


August 24, 2020, Aviation Committee comments -  Jim Mosher    Page 2 of 2 

Beyond this, I am wondering if the request by certain community groups for complete build-out of the 

“green areas” with hangars is a request for more based aircraft at JWA than the County had bid for 

(and hence the need to amend the EIR)? If so, how many more aircraft does this involve? 

I am also curious if the City is interested in protecting the interests of GA pilots who cannot afford 

hangar rentals, and, if so, what is necessary to advance that? 

Finally, while I appreciate the field of “qualified bidders” was limited, and while I appreciate a 

substantial amount of acreage is being reserved for small planes, I understand those small planes 

could include jets and I take little comfort in the fact that for the next 35 years or more so much GA 

acreage at JWA will be administered by companies that promote jet travel, including charters, in 

their advertising (and in one case, even in their name). 

Item V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

It is surprising to see, on the agenda, updates from only one of the committee’s many ad hoc 

subcommittees. Do none of the others have any progress to share and is there no need to seek 

direction from the larger group? 

It is also surprising to see no update from JWA staff scheduled for this meeting, nor an Aviation 

Activities Update newsletter posted since May or a Monthly Report since February. I have the 

impression commercial jet activity at JWA is ramping back up after the sharp COVID-19 reduction, 

but that the jets are likely flying less full than they were. It would be good to have confirmation of that 

as well as to know if the noise from a less full plane is perceptibly less than that from a full one. 

Another item not listed on the agenda would seem to be the status of Committee member Bonnie 

O’Neil. I don’t know is Ms. O’Neil has been informed of the committee meetings, or if her absences 

were excused, but she does not appear to have attended one for a long time. City Council Policy A-2 

(bottom of page 3) states that “Board, Commission, and Committee appointees may be replaced 

after three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from meetings.” 

Finally, although announced in the previous agenda as the upcoming meeting date, August 24 is not 

the last Monday of the month or the “last Monday of the quarter,” which is the normally expected 

meeting date according to the City’s Aviation Committee web page. Perhaps that page needs to be 

updated? 
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