
CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
CITY ARTS COMMISSION AGENDA 

Newport Beach Central Library 
1000 Avocado Avenue, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Thursday, December 8, 2022 – 5:00 PM 

 City Arts Commission Members: 
Arlene Greer, Chair  
Maureen Flanagan, Vice Chair 
Leonard Simon, Secretary 
Wayan Kaufman, Commissioner 
Marie Little, Commissioner 
Barbara George, Commissioner 
Meghan McNulty, Commissioner 

Staff Members: 
Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director 
Camille Escareal-Garcia, Cultural Arts Assistant 

The City Arts Commission meeting is subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act. Among other things, the Brown Act requires that the City Arts Commission 
agenda be posted at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of each regular meeting and that the public be allowed to comment on agenda items 
before the Commission and items not on the agenda but are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Arts Commission. The Chair may 
limit public comments to a reasonable amount of time, generally three (3) minutes per person. 

The public can submit questions and comments in writing for the City Arts Commission to consider. Please send them by email to the Library 
Services Department at ArtsCommission@newportbeachca.gov by Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. to give the City Arts 
Commissioners time to consider your comments. All emails will be made part of the record. 

The City of Newport Beach’s goal is to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at 
this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, we will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. 
Please contact Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs 
and to determine if accommodation is feasible at (949) 717-3801 or mhartson@newportbeachca.gov. 

NOTICE REGARDING PRESENTATIONS REQUIRING USE OF CITY EQUIPMENT 
Any presentation requiring the use of the City of Newport Beach’s equipment must be submitted to the Library Services Department 24 hours prior 
to the scheduled meeting. 
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I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The City provides a yellow sign-in card to assist in the preparation of the minutes. The completion of
the card is not required in order to address the City Arts Commission. If the optional sign-in card has
been completed, it should be placed in the tray provided.

The City Arts Commission of Newport Beach welcomes and encourages community participation.
Public comments are generally limited to three (3) minutes per person to allow everyone to speak.
Written comments are encouraged as well. The City Arts Commission has the discretion to extend or
shorten the time limit on agenda or non-agenda items. As a courtesy, please turn cell phones off or
set them in the silent mode.
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IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Public comments are invited on agenda items. Speakers must limit comments to three (3) minutes. 
Before speaking, we invite, but do not require, you to state your name for the record. The City Arts 
Commission has the discretion to extend or shorten the speakers’ time limit on agenda items, provided 
the time limit adjustment is applied equally to all speakers. As a courtesy, please turn cell phones off 
or set them in the silent mode. 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

All matters listed under CONSENT CALENDAR are considered to be routine and will all be enacted 
by one motion in the form listed below. City Arts Commissioners have received detailed staff reports 
on each of the items recommending an action. There will be no separate discussion of these items 
prior to the time the City Arts Commission votes on the motion unless members of the City Arts 
Commission request specific items to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for 
separate action. Members of the public who wish to discuss a Consent Calendar item should come 
forward to the lectern upon invitation by the Chair. 

A. Approval of Minutes of the November 10, 2022, City Arts Commission Meeting 

1. Draft of 11/10/2022 Minutes 

B. Consent Calendar Items 

2. Financial Report 

Review of financial information.    

3. Cultural Arts Activities  

Monthly review of cultural arts activities from the Library Administrative Office for 
upcoming Library and City arts events and services.   

VI. CURRENT BUSINESS 

A. Items for Review and Possible Action 

4. 2022 Student Art Exhibition Prize Winners 

Staff recommends that the City Arts Commission approve the winning submissions for 
the 2022 Student Art Exhibition as selected by the ad hoc subcommittee. 

5. Curatorial Panel Assessment of Submitted Works – Sculpture in Civic Center 
Park Exhibition, Phase VIII 

The curatorial panel, which includes the City Arts Commission, will recommend submitted 
works for inclusion in Phase VIII of the Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park Public 
Online Survey. Once the public survey has closed, ten sculptures and three alternates 
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will be presented before the City Arts Commission for review before a final 
recommendation to City Council at the February 14, 2023 regular meeting. 

B. Monthly Reports

6. Surf Film Exhibition Ad Hoc Subcommittee

Commissioners Marie Little, Arlene Greer, and Maureen Flanagan

7. Newport Beach Arts Foundation Liaison

Commissioners Meghan McNulty, Maureen Flanagan, and Arlene Greer

VII. CITY ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS OR MATTERS WHICH MEMBERS
WOULD LIKE PLACED ON A FUTURE AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION, ACTION OR
REPORT (NON-DISCUSSION ITEM)

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Public comments are invited on non-agenda items generally considered to be within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the City Arts Commission. Speakers must limit comments to three (3) minutes. Before
speaking, we invite, but do not require, you to state your name for the record. The City Arts
Commission has the discretion to extend or shorten the speakers’ time limit on agenda or non-agenda
items, provided the time limit adjustment is applied equally to all speakers.  As a courtesy, please turn
cell phones off or set them in the silent mode.

IX. ADJOURNMENT
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DRAFT 
Newport Beach City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 10, 2022 
Regular Meeting – 5:00 PM 

1000 Avocado Avenue 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 5:03 p.m. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Commissioners Present: Arlene Greer, Chair  

Maureen Flanagan, Vice Chair 
Wayan Kaufman, Commissioner 
Marie Little, Commissioner 
 

Commissioners Absent: Leonard Simon, Secretary (excused) 
Meghan McNulty, Commissioner (excused) 
Barbara George, Commissioner 

 
Staff Present: Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director 
 Camille Escareal-Garcia, Cultural Arts Assistant 
 
Staff Absent:     

 
III. NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Vivian Brown, Newport Beach resident, recently finished the Distinguished Citizens 
Program which encouraged attendance at public meetings. She indicated she was 
interested in the City Art Commission’s (CAC) purview.  
 
Chair Greer introduced the meeting participants and attendees.  
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Approval of Minutes of the October 13, 2022, City Arts Commission Meeting 
 

1. Draft of 10/13/2022 Minutes 
 

Chair Greer called for comments/revisions to the minutes and heard none.  
 
Motion made by Vice Chair Flanagan, seconded by Commissioner Little, and carried (4-
0-0-3) to approve the October 13, 2022 meeting minutes as presented.  

 
AYES:   Greer, Flanagan, Kaufman, Little  
NOES:   None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENT:  Simon, McNulty, George 
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B. Consent Calendar Items 
 

2. Financial Report – Review of financial information 
 

Library Services Director Melissa Hartson reported that not much had changed financially 
since October. The Concerts on the Green concluded and there were some expenditures 
for installations and art maintenance. In the coming months, the Financial Report would 
change as staff adjusted the funding as directed for the Sculpture Garden. Staff were 
working with Finance to adjust the budget.   

 
3. Cultural Arts Activities – Monthly review of cultural arts activities from the 

Library Administrative Office for upcoming Library and City arts events and 
services 

 
Library Services Director Hartson reported that October concluded one season and 
started another. The final concert at Marina Park was fun and lively. The Newport Beach 
Arts Foundation (NBAF) presented the check for Phase VIII of the Sculpture Garden.  
 
Chair Greer called for the public comment on the Consent Calendar.  
 
Jim Mosher, Newport Beach resident, stated that, as indicated in the October minutes, 
there was a discussion regarding why the Cultural Arts Grant Budget had decreased from 
$40,000 to $30,000 and how that tied into Council Policy I-10, which cited a $55,000 figure. 
He studied the issue on behalf of Commissioner Simon and found Policy I-10 was 
originally connected to a reserve fund for future arts projects. City Council was to fund that 
budget each year. In the 1980s, the policy was merged with another policy about grants 
for cultural arts activities. The $55,000 seemed to be a combination of funds that could be 
granted to activities. The intent of the policy was unclear related to unspent funds. He 
could not find anything further in the City Budget, but the official name was The Reserve 
Fund for Cultural Arts. He thought it was important for the CAC to ask what happened to 
that fund since it was still cited in Policy I-10. The other important question was why the 
$40,000 budgeted for Cultural Arts Grants was decreased to $30,000. He thought it was 
done because the CAC started granting less than $40,000 and reserving funds for its own 
programming. With COVID-19 all departments were asked to reduce budgets and he 
thought that former Library Services Director Tim Hetherton lowered the number to 
$30,000, reflecting the practice of the CAC. He repeated that the major question was what 
happened to the Reserve Fund and its original $55,000.  
 
Chair Greer remembered that back in 2011 the budget was $55,000 per year. The CAC 
could typically grant $20,000 or $25,000 in Cultural Arts Grants. The rest of the funds were 
used for concerts, museum tours, Shakespeare in the Park, and other programs.  
 
Motion made by Commissioner Little, seconded by Commissioner Kaufman, and carried 
(4-0-0-3) to approve the Consent Calendar.  
 
AYES:   Greer, Flanagan, Kaufman, Little  
NOES:   None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENT:  Simon, McNulty, George 
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VI. CURRENT BUSINESS 

 
A. Items for Review and Possible Action 

 
4. Sculpture Exhibition Phase VIII Selection Process and Public Survey 

Discussion 
Richard Stein of Arts Orange County will review the selection process and 
public survey for Phase VIII of the Sculpture Exhibition.  

  
Richard Stein of Arts Orange County (Arts OC) stated that they were very pleased to be 
contracted to continue to oversee the Sculpture Exhibition. The program started in 2013 
with the intention to install 10 works per year for a two year exhibition on loan from artists. 
Initially there was a worldwide call for artists, but it quickly became evident that it needed 
to be limited to existing works in the United States. Phase I was installed in 2014, and 
since inception, 70 works have been exhibited. The selection process evolved to include 
Arts Commissioners, outside expert judges, and a public survey. The City Council has 
ultimate review and authority over the process and will look over the sculpture selections 
in February 2023. For Phase VIII, Arts Orange County selected Lisa M. Berman and Mateo 
Tannat as judges.  
 
Arts Orange County was contracted in October, the Call for Artists was issued October 
10th, and currently there were 19 submissions. Three artists who made submissions were 
past exhibitors. The deadline for submissions was November 30th and more submissions 
were expected. Phase VII had 48 submissions, more than half of which were from 
California. That was not reflected in the final selections and at least one Councilmember 
indicated during Phase VII that they were interested in featuring more California artists. 
The judging panel was comprised of the CAC and the outside judges. At the December 8 
CAC meeting, the finalists would be selected for the public survey ranking. The public 
survey would open December 10 and close January 10, 2023. The CAC will receive the 
rankings at the January 12 meeting, and then the City Council will hear the matter on 
February 14, 2023. He clarified that there would be 10 selections made with 3 alternates, 
which historically had been necessary as things happened to selected works. By mid-
March, the City Attorney will have the Memorandums of Understanding (MOU)s prepared 
for the selected artists. Arts OC and Library Services would handle everything with the 
City Attorney and the artists. Part of the process was selecting the sites for each work, 
and he explained that they occasionally needed to re-site works for one reason or another. 
Arts OC continually monitors the works in the park and then contacts artists and 
conservators when issues arise. Installation was slated for June 1 through 16 with the 
deinstallation of Phase VI in May. If new concrete pads were necessary, they would be 
installed, but those were expensive. Everything will be installed and ready by the time of 
the Annual Art Exhibition on June 24, 2023. He suggested that due to the timing, it might 
be difficult to hold the annual luncheon for the Sculpture Exhibition. The new crushed 
gravel walkways were protected from damage in Phase VII by plywood. It was 
unanticipated that the walkways would be gravel rather than concrete, but it had worked 
out. He concluded his overview of the Sculpture Exhibition Phase VIII selection process 
and was happy to answer questions. 
 
Chair Greer thanked Mr. Stein and Arts OC for their work.  
 
Mr. Stein indicated that the Sculpture Garden was Arts OC’s premier project.  
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Chair Greer reminded the CAC to sign up with CaFÉ (CallForEntry.org).  
 
Mr. Stein stated that there was a logon process that needed to be set up. The CAC should 
have received instructions. 
 
Commissioner Little stated that she had not received hers. 
 
Mr. Stein assured her that he would follow-up. The platform was slightly different from the 
one used last year, but CaFÉ tended to generate more artist submissions.  
 
Chair Greer called for CAC comments and questions, but there were none. She called for 
the public comment.  
 
Jim Mosher, Newport Beach resident, inquired if the CAC planned to discuss the format 
of the online public survey. The survey was planned to go live two days after the December 
meeting. Last year, the public scrolled through 25 photos and were asked to select 3, 
which was difficult to do on certain devices. There were many alternative ways to do the 
survey and he suggested having users rate each work on a 5-point scale. That rating 
system would provide the CAC and Council with more information than they previously 
received and more meaningful results. Second, he noted that it was important for the 
public to know that the survey was live, and he understood that it was up to the City to do 
the publicity. 
 
Mr. Stein said that Arts OC played a role in publicity as well. Beginning with Phase VII the 
City Council instructed that only Newport Beach residents could vote, so Arts OC began 
to investigate the ISP addresses to ensure that. He further thought that they could show 
images in an “at a glance” section at the top of the page before people scrolled down to 
place their votes.   
 
Mr. Mosher thought City staff would best know how to communicate the availability of the 
survey to the residents. He hoped to see strong publicity. 
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia explained that they had previously done a press 
release and that she would speak with the Marketing Specialist about the survey. She 
believed it was also posted on Instagram and Facebook. There were Cultural Arts Social 
Media Accounts and Library Social Media Accounts.  
 
Commissioner Little suggested a banner at the Civic Center Park to reach the visitors.  
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia said that she would check with Recreation. She 
could place something in the brochure box though.  
 
Commissioner Little suggested something larger to catch the attention of people who 
walked through the park regularly.  

 
Chair Greer thanked Mr. Stein. 
 
Mr. Stein stated that he would be in touch with the CAC and would be at the next meeting. 
 

7



Newport Beach City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2022 
Page 5 
 

5. Ad Hoc Subcommittee for the Review of Council Policies I-9 through I-12 
The City Arts Commission will form an ad hoc subcommittee for the purposes 
of reviewing City Council Policies I-9 Art in Public Places, I-10 Financial 
Support for Culture and Arts, I-11 Acquisition of Art by the City of Newport 
Beach, and I-12 Sister City Association Policy, in accordance with a resolution 
adopted by City Council at their September 13, 2022 regular monthly meeting. 

 
Library Services Director Hartson reported that the CAC had four City Council Policies 
under its purview. The City Council created an ad hoc to review municipal codes and City 
Council Policies. Accordingly, the CAC was asked to form an ad hoc subcommittee to 
review Policies I-9, I-10, I-11, and I-12 and present a recommendation to City Council.  

 
Chair Greer noted that all Commissioners would be able to offer input in a meeting. She 
then assigned herself and Vice Chair Flanagan to the ad hoc subcommittee. 
 
Library Services Director Hartson believed two appointments were all that was necessary 
but indicated that she would check if a third was necessary. She was waiting to hear from 
the City Manager’s Office on how to proceed.  
 
Chair Greer was very impressed with Sister Cities. The CAC very seldom worked with 
Sister Cities although it was also under the Cultural Arts Branch of the Library. She 
mentioned several programs that the CAC had worked on with Sister Cities. She called 
for questions on the item and asked if they needed a Motion. 
 
Library Services Director Hartson indicated that all they needed was the appointments.  
 
Chair Greer called for the public comment.  

 
Jim Mosher, Newport Beach resident, thought it was a good thing for Commissions to 
review their policies, but he noted that they were only being asked to shorten them and 
not necessarily to change them. He was sure that it would prompt them to make 
recommendations to City Council where necessary.  
 
Chair Greer thought it was timely for the CAC to review the policies. She wanted to spend 
more time raising historical awareness in the City and named several organizations that 
they could collaborate with, including Historical Resources. Commissioners could look up 
how other historical and cultural events had been handled. She called for further 
comments but heard none and closed the item.  

  
6. Revisions to the Newport Beach Art Exhibition Entry Guidelines 

The Newport Beach Art Exhibition Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends that the 
City Arts Commission approve revisions to the annual art exhibition entry 
guidelines.  

 
Chair Greer complimented the staff on organizing the revisions in an efficient and easy 
manner. Two guidelines were removed and everything else was the same except for a 
small addition. She directed the CAC to Pages 37 and 38 to view the final copy. She asked 
for comments on the Entry Guidelines. 
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Commissioner Little stated that they had previously made changes that were not 
incorporated because the Entry Guidelines were already sent out. They had discussed 
attempting to draw more accomplished artists to the event, but there were no guidelines 
set to support that goal. Further, she had previously heard comments from artists that they 
chose not to participate because they thought the City had allowed artists in who were 
“not really artists” or were not up to a certain standard for a juried event. She thought the 
CAC should give consideration to the wording to change that perception.  
 
Chair Greer noted that the language had been used for the exhibition for years but 
acknowledged that she had also struggled with the idea. It was an open exhibition, and 
they did not turn away a lot of work. She asked if Commissioner Little was suggesting they 
not host an open exhibition. 
 
Commissioner Little said that she thought the CAC should seriously consider the issue. In 
order to get more established artists, they needed to make sure the exhibition did not 
appear to be for amateurs. 
 
Vice Chair Flanagan asked how Commissioner Little suggested they rewrite the 
guidelines.  
 
Commissioner Little did not want to workshop the idea but thought that the CAC needed 
to think about the matter before they finalized the language. If it needed to be finalized 
urgently she understood, but if not then they could look at it further. Last year they decided 
not to charge 30% or insist that the artist donate 30% of their profits to the Newport Beach 
Arts Foundation (NBAF). Many artists were very happy about that. They stated that they 
would rather pay more to enter the exhibition than have to pay in their proceeds. Some 
artists did not make sales on the day. The exhibition works as a means of exposure. Many 
artists struggle financially and she wanted to bring that up for others to consider.  
 
Chair Greer suggested they each offer opinions. 
 
Vice Chair Flanagan had never attended the Newport Beach Art Exhibition and had no 
issue with the guidelines. 
 
Commissioner Kaufman understood Commissioner Little’s points. She suggested the 
bullet points be reordered and categorized. That way, age could be buried in the 
requirements and the information emphasized would be about original artwork. 
 
Commissioner Little agreed. 
 
Commissioner Kaufman thought the guidelines were important and should not be struck 
but could be reordered. 
 
Chair Greer said that the guidelines were like those sent out in 2019 when they had their 
largest artist turnout. She did not recommend increasing the entry fee and removing the 
donation to the NBAF, as the CAC is currently strapped for funds. The NBAF needs a 
vehicle to raise money and most of the artists she had spoken with adjusted the price of 
the artwork to get what they need. First time artists might object, but artists familiar with 
the exhibition simply adjust their prices.  
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Commissioner Little stated that the majority of artists did not make a sale the day of the 
exhibition. That could be due to increased prices. She stressed that she wanted to hear 
from the absent Commissioners on the matter as well. Finally, she disagreed with the 
guideline that works had to be completed within the last two years. She argued that art 
was not fashion and therefore she was unsure if that was necessary.  
 
Chair Greer explained that guideline was put in by Jana Barbier, who was the Arts 
Manager at the time, because they were receiving art that was very old and had been in 
prior exhibitions and not sold. They liked to see new things each year. She noted that staff 
requested the CAC approve the guidelines so they could start promoting the Newport 
Beach Art Exhibition. The committee looked at everyone’s suggestions and redlined the 
document. The guidelines did make things look less mature, but she noted that the 
exhibition used to allow artists under 18. The exhibition was an evolving process. She 
asked staff if they had suggestions on how to proceed and for the deadline. She 
understood the CAC’s concerns.  

 
Library Services Director Hartson requested approval if possible. If the guidelines were 
delayed the Call for Artists in January would also have to be delayed.  
 
Chair Greer thought that they needed to put out the Call in January based on last year's 
numbers. The event was almost $20,000 and was important. She thanked Commissioner 
Little for her comments and agreed that they could omit the line about works produced at 
school or under direction of an instructor. However, the staff would need to really review 
the bullet point to see if anything needed to remain. 
 
Commissioner Kaufman thought the guidelines could use some reorganization and an edit 
for clarity, but due to the need to get them out, indicated she could approve them.  
 
Chair Greer thought there were grey areas in the guidelines. They were meant to give 
artists a vision of what to expect.  
 
Commissioner Flanagan liked the idea of moving the age requirement to the end. She 
thought it was fine to keep “original artwork only” and remove the rest about works done 
in school. Photography had to be signed and numbered. 
 
Chair Greer asked what they thought about copied works. She was very worried about 
copied works from published photos or artist reproductions. They could still include that in 
the section that discussed dimensions. Too many guidelines could be overwhelming for 
artists, and they wanted to fill the exhibition.  
 
Commissioner Little said that every year they had artists ask about framing. There could 
be an exception made for wrap around canvas works.  
 
Chair Greer said that they had accepted the works without frames when that happened.  
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia explained that when artists asked she requested 
photos of the canvas so she could verify the painting wrapped around the edges. She 
could include that language in next year’s exhibition but did not see it as a problem for this 
exhibition.  
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Chair Greer noted that Library Services Director Hartson had mentioned that to the CAC 
previously and it had been acceptable. The frame requirement was because people were 
bringing in works that were just on paper. She asked if they should leave the language as 
is and have Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia clarify the frame issue. 
 
Library Services Director Hartson said that was acceptable if the CAC decided it was.  
 
Chair Greer asked if the CAC was in agreement. 
 
Commissioner Little said that she was in agreement and pointed out a section where the 
items listed should be singular and not plural. It should also be re-worded because 
drawings were not paintings. It should be revised and word smithed. The CAC had 
previously discussed adding pastel as well.  
 
Chair Greer stated that they had not had it before but suggested they add it. She 
recommended paintings and drawings as categories as well as mixed media, sculpture, 
and photography. She asked if that made sense. 
 
Commissioner Little requested she read the sentence as she wanted it stated. 
 
Chair Greer read, “works of art can be Paintings (oils, watercolors, acrylics), Drawings 
(ink, pencil, charcoal, pastel) … 
 
Commissioner Little thought the word “Paintings” was unnecessary because they were all 
works of art. 
 
Chair Greer indicated it was already in the guidelines. 
 
Commissioner Little understood. She wanted it stated, “works of art can be of oil, 
watercolor, acrylic, ink, pencil, charcoal, pastel, mixed media, sculpture, or photography.” 
 
Chair Greer said that artworks could be paintings, as were the other categories. 
 
Commissioner Little agreed and said that everything that would be submitted was a work 
of art, therefore, they did not need to use the word painting. 
 
Chair Greer thought it should be left in. She asked for staff’s opinion. 
 
Library Services Director Hartson asked for Commissioner Little’s language. 
 
Commissioner Little said, “works of art can be of oil, watercolor, acrylic, drawing, ink, 
pencil, charcoal, mixed media, sculpture, or photography.” 
 
Chair Greer thought her statement was more definitive. Paintings and Drawings could be 
divided. She asked if they could submit it to a professional. 
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia explained that the Award categories as listed on 
the City Website were Paintings (oils, acrylic, watercolor) and then Drawings (ink, pencil, 
charcoal), then there was 3-D Art (sculpture and 3-D mixed media), Photography, Juror’s 
Choice, and People’s Choice.  
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Commissioner Little agreed that they should be separated in the sentence.  
 
Commissioner Kaufman repeated that it would be helpful to use different formatting to 
emphasize things.  
 
Commissioner Little agreed. 
 
Library Services Director Hartson stated that could be done based on what they had on 
the website.  

 
Chair Greer noted that the wording was eliminated in the 2022 guidelines. 
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia explained that the guidelines did not state it, but it 
was in all the marketing.  
 
Chair Greer thought it was a marketing issue. 
 
Commissioner Kaufman wanted to be consistent.  
 
Chair Greer explained it had been added back into the guidelines because it was part of 
them in 2019, which was the best year for participation. She read how it was stated in 
those guidelines. It was good to have the information included.  
 
Commissioner Little felt there should be uniformity. She thought it was unfortunate they 
had not seen the guidelines sooner because they took time to go through. 
 
Chair Greer said that she had done a lot of research because she had noticed information 
was missing from the 2022 document. She suggested the staff look at the documents and 
the CAC hold a special meeting to discuss the item. The December meeting would be 
busy as they needed to look at the sculptures.  
 
Commissioner Little suggested that if they reorganized the information as suggested by 
Commissioner Kaufman, that the size information be presented together. It was not 
organized in a cohesive manner and was kind of disjointed. 
 
Chair Greer explained that it was based off other documents. She suggested that the CAC 
look at the 2019 document and see if the format was acceptable.  
 
Commissioner Kaufman stated that she needed to leave.  
 
Commissioner Little indicated that she would move forward with the CAC but had wanted 
to bring up things that she thought should be changed. When change was to be made, 
they did not have to return to how things were done and could try for a fresh outlook. She 
understood the urgency of the matter and suggested the ad hoc subcommittee work with 
staff. 
 
Chair Greer thought that they would have to redo it as it was important. She thought it 
looked good as it was done in 2019. The event worked and had not changed. 
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Commissioner Little looked at the 2019 guidelines. 
 
Chair Greer stated that the most important thing was to include the dimensions in the 
guidelines. There was additional marketing done that included a lot of the information. 
Twenty bullet points was too many. 
 
Commissioner Little agreed and noted that the guidelines only needed to be online where 
the artists would sign up. 
 
Chair Greer thought they were listed on CaFÉ. She asked if it had all the marketing. 
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia said that it did not, but that they would post the 
entry guidelines and the categories. She needed to make a new call on CaFÉ but would 
include the mediums they accept.  
 
Chair Greer noted that Commissioner Little’s comments would be included in the minutes. 
Upon receipt of the minutes, they could meet with staff and organize the information into 
bullet points. It could then be returned to the CAC. She thought they should consider 
reducing the guidelines, but she would not remove the percentage of proceeds going to 
the NBAF. She thought “accomplished artist” versus “non accomplished artist” could be 
left in and then the rest of the wording could mirror the marketing and be left to staff. She 
asked if they had missed anything. 
 
Commissioner Little mentioned the framing issue but stated that Cultural Arts Assistant 
Escareal-Garcia indicated she could handle it. 
 
Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia said that was correct.  
 
Chair Greer said that they would do “accomplished artist” 
 
Library Services Director Hartson asked if that bullet point would move to the end. 
 
Commissioner Kaufman said that was correct.  
 
Chair Greer said that it would be listed right after the 3-D size limit. Numbers 2 and 3 were 
acceptable. The next would be reworded by Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia based 
on Commissioner Little’s comments. The entry fee would remain the same. She asked 
about the 2-year requirement and heard that the CAC wanted that removed. She 
requested the bullet point on original artwork be word smithed by staff. 
 
Commissioner Little suggested “please do not submit works copied from published 
photos.”  
 
Chair Greer continued to move through the list noting that most items would remain in the 
guidelines without change. She asked if a diptych could be something that is removed, 
and people could ask the staff about if necessary.  
 
Vice Chair Flanagan thought it was a good idea to leave it in.  
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Commissioner Little said that someone had asked before and that was why it was included 
in the guidelines. 
 
Vice Chair Flanagan indicated she would keep it. 
 
Chair Greer stated that they would leave it. Things could be reviewed next year as well.  
 
Commissioner Little asked if they really needed everything laid out or if they could say, 
“refer to the online entry form.” 
 
Chair Greer stated that the guidelines were what was online.  
 
Commissioner Little said that they had to go online to sign up. 
 
Chair Greer stated that it was not going on CaFÉ. 
 
Commissioner Little suggested they did not need anything on the flyer. 
 
Chair Greer said it was not a flyer. The revised text would be the entry guidelines. The 
CAC agreed to that. She confirmed that the CAC was satisfied and called for the public 
comment. 
 
Jim Mosher, Newport Beach resident, indicated that he did not understand the donation 
policy to the NBAF. He also found the wording to be peculiar and thought it might confuse 
artists. He asked if the donation was required, expected, or accepted.  
 
Chair Greer confirmed that the CAC believed it should say required. She read the line 
from the 2019 guidelines and indicated “accepted” should be changed to “required.”  
 
Mr. Mosher thought it should say “is required.” 
 
Chair Greer agreed. She noted something needed to be said about that money in the 
marketing, which she had not seen yet. Other members of the CAC voiced agreement. 
She indicated that she would give her notes to Cultural Arts Assistant Escareal-Garcia.  
 
Motion made by Vice Chair Flanagan, seconded by Chair Greer, and carried (4-0-0-3) to 
approve the Newport Beach Art Exhibition Entry Guidelines with revisions made during 
the meeting.   
 
AYES:   Greer, Flanagan, Kaufman, Little  
NOES:   None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENT:  Simon, McNulty, George 

 
B.  Monthly Reports  

 
7. Surf Exhibition Ad Hoc Subcommittee 

Commissioners Marie Little, Arlene Greer, and Maureen Flanagan 
 
 No report.  
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8. Newport Beach Arts Foundation Liaison 

Commissioner Meghan McNulty 
 

No report. 
 
VII. CITY ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS OR MATTERS WHICH MEMBERS 

WOULD LIKE PLACED ON A FUTURE AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION, ACTION OR 
REPORT (NON-DISCUSSION ITEM) 
 

• Announcements: None. 
 

• Future Agenda:   
° Surf Film Exhibition Ad Hoc Subcommittee meeting with the NBAF 

 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
None. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT – 6:38 p.m. 
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As of November 30, 2022
ACCT NAME / # BUDGET DATE VENDOR EXPENSES BALANCE NOTES

Programming 60,500.00
01060603-841004 07/08 DJE Sound & Lighting, Inc. 3,646.25 56,853.75 COTG Sound (Billy Nation)

07/08 Tracy Kiggen / ARTovator 629.00 56,224.75 COTG Children's activities (Billy Nation)

07/15 Adam Shapiro 3,250.00 52,974.75 COTG Billy Nation 
07/29 Tracy Kiggen / ARTovator 629.00 52,345.75 COTG children's activities (Young Guns)

07/31 LA Times Media Group 200.10 52,145.65 COTG marketing ads

07/31 Gotprint.com 223.12 51,922.53 Concert at Marina Park banners 

08/05 Office Depot 27.13 51,895.40 Student Art Exhibition supplies
08/05 Office Depot 115.92 51,779.48 Student Art Exhibition supplies
08/05 DJE Sound & Lighting, Inc. 3,646.25 48,133.23 COTG Sound (Young Guns)
08/05 Eric David Sage 3,250.00 44,883.23 COTG Young Guns
08/05 DJE Sound & Lighting, Inc. 3,646.25 41,236.98 COTG Sound (Britain's Finest)

08/31 Gotprint.com 497.92 40,739.06 Sculpture Exhibition Brochures

08/31 Stu News Newport 225.00 40,514.06 Sculpture Grand Opening Ads

08/31 Stu News Newport 100.00 40,414.06 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Stu News Laguna 100.00 40,314.06 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Stu News Laguna 300.00 40,014.06 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Stu News Newport 150.00 39,864.06 COTG marketing ads

08/31 LA Times Media Group 200.10 39,663.96 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Stu News Laguna 150.00 39,513.96 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Stu News Laguna 300.00 39,213.96 COTG marketing ads

08/31 Gotprint.com 81.41 39,132.55 Marina Park rack cards

08/31 Gotprint.com 81.41 39,051.14 Marina Park rack cards
09/02 Robert John Bielma 2,200.00 36,851.14 COTG Britain's Finest
09/02 Tracy Kiggen / ARTovator 631.00 36,220.14 COTG children's activities (Britain's Finest)

09/16 Amazon.com 186.77 36,033.37 Student Art Exhibition supplies
09/30 Gotprint.com 140.10 35,893.27 Banners for Concert at Marina Park

09/30 Stu News - Laguna 100.00 35,793.27 COTG marketing ads

09/30 Stu News - Laguna 100.00 35,693.27 Marina Park Concert Ad

09/30 LA Times Media Group 200.10 35,493.17 COTG marketing ads

09/30 LA Times Media Group 200.10 35,293.07 Marina Park Concert Ad

10/28 Amazon.com 14.57 35,278.50 Student Art Exhibition supplies

11/30 Amazon.com 74.91 35,203.59 Student Art Exhibition supplies

11/30 Amazon.com 14.64 35,188.95 Student Art Exhibition supplies

11/30 Amazon.com 16.17 35,172.78 Student Art Exhibition supplies

TOTAL 35,172.78

Professional Services 22,000.00
01060603-811008 07/29 Svartifoss Corp. 340.00 21,660.00 Art Installation (Rob Williams)

08/19 TAVD Visual Assistant 204.75 21,455.25 Transcription Minutes (07/14)
08/26 Crown Building Services Inc. 825.00 20,630.25 Ben Carlson & Sphere 112 cleaning
09/16 TAVD Visual Assistant 83.25 20,547.00 Transcription of Minutes (08/11)
09/23 Svartifoss Corp. 325.00 20,222.00 Art Installation (Shant Beudjekian)
10/21 Restoration ARTechs 900.00 19,322.00 Cleaning of Bronze Sculptures
10/21 TAVD Visual Assistant 90.00 19,232.00 Transcription of Minutes (09/08)
10/28 Universal Building Maintenanc 600.00 18,632.00 COTG Maintenance (July-September)
11/07 TAVD Visual Assistant 117.00 18,515.00 Transcription of Minutes (10/10)
11/11 Crown Building Services Inc. 825.00 17,690.00 Ben Carlson & Sphere 112 cleaning
11/18 Svartifoss Corp. 250.00 17,440.00 Art Installation (Helen Polins-Jones

TOTAL 17,440.00

FY 2022-23Cultural Arts Division
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As of November 30, 2022
ACCT NAME / # BUDGET DATE VENDOR EXPENSES BALANCE NOTES

FY 2022-23Cultural Arts Division

City Grants 30,000.00
01060603-821006 30,000.00
TOTAL 30,000.00

Sculpture Garden 135,000.00
1800012-811059 135,000.00
TOTAL 135,000.00

Special Events (NBAE) 0.00
01060603-521450
TOTAL 0.00

Advertising 1340.00
01060603-871002 1,340.00
TOTAL 1,340.00
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TO Newport Beach City Arts Commission 

FROM: Library Services Department 
Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director 
949-717-3810, mhartson@newportbeachca.gov 

PREPARED BY: Melissa Hartson and Camille Escareal-Garcia 

TITLE: 
 
Cultural Arts Activities for November 2022 

  
 
STUDENT ART EXHIBITION CALL FOR ENTRIES COMES 
TO A CLOSE 

The Student Art Exhibition is an opportunity for students 
grades pre-K through 12 to showcase their creativity. Artists 
were asked to submit one original work of art, two-
dimensional format only, that will be displayed at the 
Newport Beach Central Library.  

The 2022 Student Art Exhibition call for entries opened on 
Friday, September 2 and closed on Friday, November 4. The 
number of entries received doubled from the 2021 Student 
Art Exhibition, totaling 183 entries. 

Artwork will be displayed from January 9 - February 10, 2023.  

CENTRAL LIBRARY GALLERY EXHIBITS  

Helen Polins-Jones was born in England and has lived in 
Orange County for 25 years. Her passion for watercolor 
is inspired by her interest in history as well as the 
beautiful California coastline. Her pieces are on a small 
scale. Whether working from observation or 
photographs, she uses art journals to plan out key visual 
details before moving to final artwork. She says “mixing 
watercolor pigment with water to create endless color 
possibilities and translucent imagery keeps me coming 
back to my studio time and time again”. 

Her work appears on a variety of pieces such as hand 
painted cards, paper designs and hand sewn items. The 
book “101 Things to Love About Laguna Beach” contains 
50 of her unique watercolor illustrations. Her work is 
also featured at the Laguna Art Museum gift store. 
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The theme “Great Writers” was sparked by her recent visits to notable author’s homes. Inspiration came 
from seeing the writing spaces where some of the best-loved literary classics were created. Her careful 
choice of colors reflects hues relevant to the author’s life. The exhibition comprises 18 oval portraits each 
measuring 4 inches. She says, “painting watercolors of these great writers has given me the opportunity 
to learn more about them as well as a greater appreciation of their contribution to literary history”. 

UPCOMING 2023 CENTRAL LIBRARY GALLERY EXHIBITS: 

• Sandra Pipken (Flower photography): January 9 - March 3 
• Janice Steele (Oil paintings): March 6 - April 28 
• Jane Shehane (Watercolors): May 1 - June 23 
• Tim Musso (Woodprints): June 26 - August 18 

 
CULTURAL ARTS CALENDER OF EVENTS: 

City Arts Commission (CAC) meetings are held at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month. 
• Next meeting – Thursday, January 12 

 
STUDENT ART EXHIBITION 

• Monday, January 9 – Friday, February 10, 2023 – Artwork display at Central Library 
 

SCULPTURE EXHIBITION IN CIVIC CENTER PARK (PHASE VIII) 

• Saturday, December 10 – Tuesday, January 10, 2023 – Public Online Survey open for voting 
• Thursday, June 1 – Friday, June 16, 2023 - De-installation of Phase VI artwork / Installation 

of Phase VIII artwork 
 

NEWPORT BEACH ART EXHIBITION 

• Saturday, June 24, 2023 
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TO  
Newport Beach City Arts Commission 

FROM:  
Library Services Department 
Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director 
949-717-3810, mhartson@newportbeachca.gov 

   
PREPARED BY: 

 
Melissa Hartson and Camille Escareal-Garcia 

  
TITLE: 

 
Student Art Exhibition—Prize Winners 

  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Arts Commission approve the winning submissions for the 2022 Student 
Art Exhibition as selected by the ad hoc subcommittee. 
 
FUNDING REQUIREMENT: 
$525.00 will be expensed from the Programming budget (01060603-841004) to purchase Amazon gift 
cards that will serve as contest prizes. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
In July 2022, the City Arts Commission approved a student art exhibition to be held in September 2022. 
Offering an art exhibition for young artists meets one of the City Arts Commission’s goals to provide 
events centered around families with children and teens, a key demographic for program outreach 
according to the Community Arts Survey report given at the City Arts Commission meeting on March 11, 
2021.  
 
The Student Art Exhibition was open to all students from grades pre-K through 12. Young artists were 
required to submit one original work of art, two-dimensional format only, to be displayed at the Central 
Library.  
 
A subcommittee consisting of Commissioner George and Commissioner Simon selected the following 
submissions as winning entries: 
 

Pre-K - 3rd Grade 

1st Prize - $100.00 – The Courage of Creativity, The Henri Matisse Award 
Josephine Bergougnan, Snuggling Puppies 
 
2nd Prize - $50.00 – A Creation from The Heart, The Marc Chagall Award 
Dean Brown, The American Flag 
 
3rd Prize - $25.00 – Every Child is an Artist, The Picasso Award 
Shirley Gu, I Love Beach 
 
Honorable Mention – The Claude Monet Honorable Mention Award (No monetary prize) 
Deborah Jung, Chameleons with Their Favorite Books 

  

20



4th Grade - 7th Grade 

1st Prize - $100.00 – An Inner Picture of the Soul, The Edvard Munch Award 
Milana Dederich, Running Wild 

2nd Prize - $50.00 – Shapes and Colors as Language, The Georgia O’Keefe Award 
Berkley Jacobsen, A Girl’s Best Friend 

3rd Prize - $25.00 – By All Means, Paint! The Vincent Van Gogh Award 
Sara Shaw, Pink Player 

Honorable Mention – The Gustav Klimt Honorable Mention Award (No monetary prize) 
Clair Hong, Sunset’s Plumeria 

 8th Grade - 12th Grade 

1st Prize - $100.00 – An Artist Who Inspires Others, The Salvador Dali Award 
Marina Zive, Untitled 

2nd Prize - $50.00 – Art with a Life of Its Own, The Jackson Pollock Award 
Reese Holladay, Rwanda 

3rd Prize - $25.00 – Happy as Long as I Can Paint, The Frida Kahlo Award 
Hannah Lieberman, Bangers n’ Mash 

Honorable Mention – The Vasily Kandinsky Honorable Mention Award (No monetary 
prize) 
Kiara Cortez, You(re) Picasso 

Winning artists will receive Amazon gift cards as their prize. 

NOTICING: 
This agenda item has been noticed according to the Brown Act (72 hours in advance of the meeting at 
which the City Arts Commission considers the item)., if  

ATTACHMENT A: Student Art Exhibition 2022 Winners 
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PRE-K THROUGH 3RD GRADE 

1st Prize - $100.00 – The Courage of Creativity, The Henri Matisse Award

Josephine Bergougnan, Snuggling Puppies 

ATTACHMENT A: 2022 STUDENT ART EXHIBITION WINNERS
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PRE-K THROUGH 3RD GRADE 

2nd Prize - $50.00 – A Creation from The Heart, The Marc Chagall Award
Dean Brown, The American Flag
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PRE-K THROUGH 3RD GRADE 

3rd Prize - $25.00 – Every Child is an Artist, The Picasso Award
Shirley Gu, I Love Beach
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PRE-K THROUGH 3RD GRADE 

Deborah Jung, Chameleons with Their Favorite Books 

Honorable Mention – The Claude Monet Honorable Mention Award 
(No monetary prize)
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4TH THROUGH 7TH GRADE 

Milana Dederich, Running Wild 
1st Prize - $100.00 – An Inner Picture of the Soul, The Edvard Munch Award
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4TH THROUGH 7TH GRADE 

Berkley Jacobsen, A Girl’s Best Friend 
2nd Prize - $50.00 – Shapes and Colors as Language, The Georgia O’Keefe Award
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4TH THROUGH 7TH GRADE 

Sara Shaw, Pink Player 
3rd Prize - $25.00 – By All Means, Paint! The Vincent Van Gogh Award
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4TH THROUGH 7TH GRADE 

Clair Hong, Sunset’s Plumeria 

Honorable Mention – The Gustav Klimt Honorable Mention Award (No monetary prize)
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8TH THROUGH 12TH 

Marina Zive, Untitled 
1st Prize - $100.00 – An Artist Who Inspires Others, The Salvador Dali Award
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8TH THROUGH 12TH 

Reese Holladay, Rwanda 

2nd Prize - $50.00 – Art with a Life of Its Own, The Jackson Pollock Award
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8TH THROUGH 12TH 

Hannah Lieberman, Bangers n’ Mash 
3rd Prize - $25.00 – Happy as Long as I Can Paint, The Frida Kahlo Award
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8TH THROUGH 12TH 

Kiara Cortez, You(re) Picasso 

Honorable Mention – The Vasily Kandinsky Honorable Mention Award 
(No monetary prize)
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TO Newport Beach City Arts Commission 

FROM: Library Services Department 
Melissa Hartson, Library Services Director 
949-717-3810, mhartson@newportbeachca.gov 

PREPARED BY: Melissa Hartson 

TITLE: 
 
Curatorial Panel Assessment of Submitted Works – Sculpture in Civic Center 
Park Exhibition, Phase VIII 

  
 
 
ABSTRACT: 
The curatorial panel, which includes the City Arts Commission, will recommend submitted works for 
inclusion in Phase VIII of the Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park Public Online Survey.  Once the 
public survey has closed, ten sculptures and three alternates will be presented before the City Arts 
Commission for review before a final recommendation to City Council at the February 14, 2023 regular 
meeting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Arts Commission and guest curators review the submitted works and 
evaluate them according to the following criteria: 

 
1. Artistic Merit — the artist has strong professional qualifications, and the artwork is of high 
quality and demonstrates originality and artistic excellence.  
 
2. Durability — the artwork is made of high-quality materials, requires minimal maintenance, 
and can withstand the outdoor elements of coastal Orange County.  
 
3. Practicality — the artwork is appropriate for audiences of all ages and does not exhibit unsafe 
conditions that may bear on public liability.  
 
4. Site Appropriateness — the scale of the artwork is suitable for the environment and the 
artwork is suitable for viewing from all angles. 

 
Submissions that meet these criteria will be included in the public survey.  The public survey will 
determine the selection of pieces for exhibition in Phase VIII, pending approval by City Council at their 
February 14, 2023 regular meeting. 
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DISCUSSION: 
The Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park is an integral feature of the Newport Beach Civic Center.  
Civic Center Park was designed by renowned landscape architectural firm Peter Walker and Partners 
(PWP).  PWP developed a master plan for art in the park and identified various spots in the park 
where art, particularly sculpture, may be exhibited.  
 
The City Arts Commission determined that a rotating exhibition was an optimal approach to utilize the 
PWP design and to bring sculpture to the City in a cost-efficient manner.  In August 2013, the Newport 
Beach City Council authorized the City Arts Commission to implement an inaugural rotating sculpture 
exhibit in Civic Center Park. 
 
The acquisition program that the City Arts Commission developed for the exhibition created a model 
in which pieces are loaned for a 2-year period.  Sculptors of works chosen for the exhibition are 
provided with a small honorarium to loan their work to the City.  The City is responsible for installing 
the art, while sculptors are responsible for the maintenance and repair of their work.  Admission is 
free and the exhibition continues to be enjoyed by residents and guests.  In essence, the exhibition 
has been designed to offer a temporary exhibit that allows the City to avoid the obligation and 
expense of owning public art.  The rotational nature of the exhibit ensures that residents and guests 
are exposed to a variety of work. 
 
The City Arts Commission, along with a curatorial panel consisting of Lisa M. Berman, Chief Curator at 
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center and owner of Sculpture to Wear, and Matteo Tannatt, Assistant 
Professor and Program Coordinator, Sculpture at California State University, Fullerton, will evaluate 
submissions and sites for sculpture installation in Civic Center Park.  The artworks chosen by the panel 
must meet the following criteria:  artistic merit, durability, practicality, and site responsiveness. 
 
Selected works will then be available for public vote in an online poll open from December 10, 2022 to 
January 10, 2023 with the top ten sculptures to be recommended to City Council for installation.  The 
survey will also determine three alternate sculptures.   
 
The City Arts Commission will review the results of the public survey at the January 12, 2023 regular 
meeting.  The City Arts Commission will submit the results to City Council at the February 14, 2023 
City Council regular meeting. 
 
Pending Council approval, the selected artworks will be prominently showcased for two years in 
Newport Beach in Civic Center Park. 
 
NOTICING: 
This agenda item has been noticed according to the Brown Act (24 hours in advance of the special 
meeting at which the City Arts Commission considers the item). 
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